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CONSTITUTION
OF THE

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO
(As amended Nov. 19, 1929)
Article 1. Name. . This Society shall be called the Historical Society
of New Mexico.
Article 2. Qbjects and Operation. The objects of th~ Society shall be,
in general, the promotion of historical studies; and in particular, the
discovery, collection, preservation, and publication of historical material, especially such as relates to New Mexico.
Article 3. Membership. The Society shall consist of Members, Fellows, Life Members and Honorary Life Members.
(a) Members. Persons recommended by the Executive Council
and elected by the Society may become members.
(b) Fellows. Members who show, by published work, special
aptitude for historical investigation may become Fellows. Immediately following the adoption of this Constitution, the Executive.
Council shall elect five Fellows, and the body thus created may thereafter ·elect additional Fellows on the nomination of the Executive
Council. The number of· Fellows shall never exceed twenty-five.
(c) Life Members. In addition to life members of the Historical
·Society·of New Mexico at the date of the adoption hereof, such other
benefactors of the Society as shall pay into its treasury at one time
the sum of fifty dollars,. or shall present to the Society a~ equivalent
in books, manuscripts, portraits, or other acceptable material of an
historic nature, may upo.n recommendation by the Executive Council
and election by the Society, be classed as Life Members.
(d) Honorary Life Members. Persons who have rendered eminent service to New Mexico and others who have, by published work,
contributed to the ,historical literature of New Mexico or the Southwest, may become Honorary Life Members upon being recommended
by the Executive Council and elected by the Society.
Articl~

4. Officers. The elective officers of the Society shall be a
president, two vice-presidents, a corresponding secretary and treasurer, and a recording secretary; and these five officers shall constitute
.the Executive Council with full administrative powers.
Officers shall qualify on January 1st following their election, and
shall hold· office for the· term of two years and until their successors
shall have been elected and qualifi~d.

Article 6. Elections. At the October meeting of each odd-numbered,'
year, a nominating committee shall be named by the president of the
Society and such committee shall make its report to the Society at
the November meeting. 'Nominations may be made from the floor
and the Society shall, in open meeting, proceed to elect its officers by,
ballot, those nominees receiving a majority of the votes cast for the,
respective offices to be declared elected.
Article 6. Dues. Dues shall' be $3.00 for each calendar year, and:
shall entitle members to receive bulletins as published and also the
Historical Review.
Article 7. Publications. All publications of the Society and the selection and editing of matter for publication shall be under the direction
and control of the Executive Colincil.
.
Article 8. Meetings. Monthly meetings of the Society shall be held at
the. rooms of the Society on the third Tuesday, of each month at.
eight P. M. The Executive Counc\l shall meet at any time upon call
of the President or of three of its members.
Article 9. Quorums. Seven members of the Society and three members of the Executive Council, shall constitute quorums.
Article 10. Ame1tdments. Amendments'to this constitution shall become operative after being recommended by the Executive Council
and approved by two-thirds of the members present and voting at
any regular monthly meeting;' provided, that notice of the proposed
amendment shall have been given at a regular meeting of the Society"
at least four weeks prior to the meeting when such proposed amend·.
ment is passed upon 'by the' Society.

Students and friends of Southwestern History are cordially in·
vited to become members. Applications should be addressed to the,
corresponding secretary, Mr. Lansing B. Bloom, Santa Fe, N. Mex
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CIVIL ,GOVERNMENT AND SOCIETY I,N NEW
MEXICO IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY
By FRANCE

V~

SCHOLES

' HIS ESSAY will describe briefly the form ~nd character
T of government in the province of New Mexico in the
period preceding the Pueblo Revolt of 1680, the character of
the non-aboriginal population, and the bases of provincial
economics.'

.A. NEW MEXICO AND NEW SPAIN
New Mexico in the seventeenth century was the vast
northland, extending from the Rio Colorado eastward to the
Great Plains, and from the northern 'frontier of the province of New Biscay northward to the Strait of Anian:No
attempt was ,made to define its 'limits, for there was l'fO
need; and Spain was willing that the area comprised un'der
the phrase, '''the Kingdom and Provinces of New ,Mexico,'~
should remain as indefinite as possible, for any delimitati'Oil
bfbound'aries would have implied a limit on her claim to the
entire tran's-Mississippi country. Even to the southward;
where New Mexico had her contacts with New Spain, there
was 'no :definite boundary set up between New Mexico and
,

'

1. ' The materiaIB on which this essay is based consist mostly of manuscript

lources in the archives of Mexico and Spain which the author has investigated during'
recent years' in preparation for his two projected studics: (1) Church and Sta'te in

New Mexico in the Seventeenth Century; (2) History of New Mexico, 158'.':llfs2,

These inanuscript materials are so extensive that no attempt will be made here '~ cite
them. except in cases Vfhere a si~gje citati~n can be used to illustrate a particUlar
point, Most of the essay consists of generalizations based on the whale range ,of
aourcetJ.

[71]
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New Biscay prior to 1680. Th'e desert wastes of Qhihuahua
were an effectiye barrier to the rapid extension of settle~
ment from either the north or the south, so that questions of
jurisdictional limits· of the two provinces were largely
'
theoretical.
-Thus New Mexico may be thought of as Spain's claim
to the north country-an empire in itself, stretching for
hundreds. of miles in all directions. The New Mexicans
themselves knew little about the greater part of this vast
land, although exploring expeditions were sent out to the
frontiers from time to time to test its possibilities. The
area over which the provincial a.uthorities exercised effec.tive jurisdiction was definitely limited, and comprised only
a fraction of the total which bore the name of New Mexico.
It extended from the puebio of Taos on the north to the
pueblo of Senecu, and later to the Manso-Suma area, OD;
the south,' and from the.Hopi towns of eastern Arizona on
the west to the pueblo of Pecos on the east. Even within
this limited area settlement was sparse, and there were
great reaches entirely uninhabited.
The province of New Mexico formed .Ii part of the viceroyalty of New Spain. It had been the desire of Onate to be
independent of all supervisory authority in the New WorId
and to be subject directly to the king and c.ouncil in Spain,
.but his efforts to this end were never crowned with success.·
After the resignation of Onate, .responsibility for the 'government of New Mexico was assumed by the viceregal
authorities of New 'Spain. Governors of the province were
appointed by the viceroy who exercised a general supervision over military and civil administration. The audiencia
of Mexico became the cour~ of appeal, and it actively advised
,

I

2. The El Paso missions were founded and. administered by New Mexican ·friars.
under the protection and patronage of the governors of the province, but apparently
the issue of actual legal jurisdiction over the EI Paso area neVer became a practical
problem until after the Pueblo. Revolt when the Spanish' refugees were. settled
near the' Pas'-. cr. E. Hughes, The Beginnings of Settlement in' the El Paso District.
(Berkeley. 1914). pa:Bsim.'
3.G.-P. Hammond, Don Juan de Onate and the Founding of New Me"'ico (Santa'
Fe, 1927), passim.
.
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the viceroy on all matters of high policy concerning the
province. In financial matters the viceroy and the royal
officials of the central treasury in Mexico City had control.
The measure of control which the viceregal authorities
were able to maintain over local administration in New
Mexico varied greatly from time to time, but at best it was
ineffective, especially at the time of crisis. This was due
mostly to the great distance-some fifteen hundred miles-:which separated Mexico City from Santa Fe. At least a
third of the distance was semi-desert country, inhabited by.
hostile, nomadic tribes. The mission supply caravan usually
took some six months to make the journey each way, and
frequently remained another six months in the province, so
that a year and a half was counted a normal round trip. It
was possible, of course, to make the journey in much less
time, and dispatches of mail were sometimes sent in a few
weeks. But even with the greatest speed, many months
elapsed before the provincial authorities could consult the
viceroy and get a reply, or before aggrieved parties in New
.Mexico could file their complaints and get redress, for, in
addition to the factor of distance, there were the inevitable
delays in the ·processes of coloniaf administration to be
reckoned with. To make matters worse, it was exceeding1Y
difficult. for an administrative officer in Mexico City to form
an accurate judgment concerning the trustworthiness of the
reports on. the basis of which he was obliged to make his
decision. Such' reports were always highly circumstantial,
if not sometimes positively falsified. Moreover, the frankly.
expressed prejudices of .the viceroy or his aids sometimes·
influenced their decisions on local New Mexican affairs, and
if it is·true that some of the governors of the province were
merely the favorites of the viceroy, or had been granted
office asa result of outright bribery, then justice was bound
to be perverted. This state of affairs had an exceedingly
unfortunate effect on provincial development, for it encour~
aged arbitrary government and made possible the gravest
sort of administrative abuses. If tardy justice was exacted.
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. ~n.~ few-notorious cases; this could not offset theevil·effects
9.fabus~s which had been allowed to go. unpunished ·for
Y.e.ars.

B... THE

PROVlNCIALGOVERNOR

The contract by which Juan de Onate was granted
authority to conquer and·colonize New Mexico gave him and
his heirs for two generations the title of Adelantado, Governor, 'and Captain' General. He and his family, also 'r~
ceived certain important privileges and exemptions, admin,.
isfrative and fiscal, of the sort usually granted to founders
of new provinces. When Onate resigned his offices and
titles. in 1607, the viCeroy appointed 'Juan Martinez de Mon...;
toya, one of Onate's captains, to act as governor ad interim
pending the decision concerning the fate of the colony,but
the cabildo of San Gabriel refused
accept the.appointment
~nd on its own responsibility named Onate's young son, Don
'Cristobal, to govern" The Onates, father and son, were,
therefore, in charge of the province until the winter of
1609-1610 when Pedro de Peralta', a new appointee, arrived
and assumed control. Administration of the province was
based henceforth on 'general colonial legislation and policy;
instead of on a speci~lcontract between the Crown and the
local leader. The title of Adelantado was dropped, and
Peralta and his successors had th~ usual rank and titles of
Governor and Captain General.
During the period from 1609 to 1680 twenty-three regJllarly appointed governors ruled the province. The average
term.of office was thus slightly more than three years, which
was ,the term provided by law." The shortest was about six
months and the longest exactly seven years." AppoIntments

to

4.
5.

Hammond, op: cit., pCL8sim. .
Recopi1n.c£on de las lelle8 de la8 Indias, lib. v. tit.i. ley x, The patent of
~ppointment of Gov. Antonio de Otermfn, appointed in 1677, stated: " •.• e .tenido
por vien 'de eliHros y nombraros como por la pr~sentc os elijo y nombro por ml
go~. y capn. genl. ...' por tiempo de ·tres (alios) y poco mas 0 menos," etc. Titulo .de
gor: y Capn. ,genl. 8 Feb., 1677._Miscellaneous viceregal orders and decrees .co=e1'7l·
~g New Me",ic~. i673-1677.· Archivo Genera:l y Publico de la Naci6n, M~xico (to be
c;i~·hereafter as A. G. M.), ReaJes Cedulas y 6rdenes, Duplicados, Tomo 81.
,
6. The shortest .term was 'that of Juan FI6res de Sierra y' Valdez, spring to
fall, 1641; the longest was that' of Juan de Eulate, Dec. 22, 1618, to Dec. 21. 1625~ .
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were'made iIi, Mexico eity, butthe actual term of office began
OillY, when the new governor arrived and received, the

lJast6tJ

of'office from his predecessor: Salary, which was two;thou'"
sand pesos annually, began with the date of departure from
:Mexico City and .ended with the date of transfer of atithorityto a ,successor in New Mexico. In the case of absence or
death of a governor, control was assumed by the cabildo of
Santa Fe or by a lieutenant appointed by the, regular incumbent:
, It was the governor's function to promote the general
advancement of the province, to secure the administration
of justice, to defend the province from internal revolt and
from attack by outside 'enemies, especially the marauding'
nomads, to foster and protect the missions, and to protect
the settled Pueblo Indians from abuse and e:?Cploitation. The
governor was at once the political leader of the province, the
commander-in-chief of its military establishment, 'its legislator on all matters of local provincial policy, and its most
important judicial officer. His powers were wide enough to
permit an honest and, energetic man to maintain discipline
and secure justice, or to mak~ it possible for a self-seeking
offi~ial to become a .local tyrant."
7. In 1641, Gov. Juan FI6res de Sierra y Valdez, realizing that he was dying.
appointed a well-known soldier, Francisco G6mez, to rule as lieutenant-governor in biB
place. But the cabildo of Santa Fe refused to 'accept this arrangement, and assumed
full authority itself.
. ,
8. The powers which the governor exercised were defined in the general legislation on colonial administration and iIi the instruction given to each governor at the
ti";e of his appointment. The Recopi!aciOn and Sol6ranzo's commentaries (Pol£tica
Indiana) contain the essential general legislation. The "Ordenanzas . . • para los
nuevos descubriniientos;;'1573, (Col. doc. inedit. . , . de America' l/' Oceonia, XVI.
142-187) should be consulted, and also Onate's contract in C. W .. Hackett, Historical

documents relating to New Mexico, N1teva Vizcaya and approaches thereto, to 1779
(Wash;·1923j, I, 225-255.

The instructions issued to Peralta in 1609 and those ,given
They. are practically identical ~o it is
apparent that the governor's instructions followed a set formula which was varied
only· with regard to special problems arising from time to, time. Peralta's instruction
has been printed,. Spanish text and English translation, by. L. B. Bloom and I. L.
ChaveS, "Ynstrucci6n a Peralta," NEW MEX. HIST. REV., IV (1929), 178-187.' Otermin's·instruction: UYnstrucci6n de ]0 que a de'guardar don Antonio Otermin . . 0'" in
to Otemin in 1677 have 'been preseryed.

Miscellaneous

viceregal orders 'and

decrees

concerning

A. G. M., Reales Cedulas y 6rdenes, Duplicados, Tomo 31.

New

Mexico.' 1679-1671.

In 1621 special instructions
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The oblig~tion to promote the general welfare of the'
province, implied a wide range of authority.. The governor
was empowered to, issue 'necessary ordinances and decrees,
general and special; to divide the province into lesser administrative districts; to' appoint lesser officials; and' to
supervise the, government of the Villa' de Santa' Fe' and of
the rural subdivisions or jurisdictions." It is 'his duty to
assist i,n every possible manner the growth and well being
of the non-aboriginal community: to sel~ct suitable sites for
settlements, taking care that the population was not unduly
scattered; to foster the irowth of the Villa de Santa Fe and
the, maintenance there of an adequate soldier-encomendero
citizenry; to supervise the assignment of lands 'and water
rights outside the Villa de Santa Fe; and to prevent the citizens from absenting themselves from the province without
his license.'" He was responsible also for the maintenance
. of public buildings, such as the Casa Real, strongholds and
forts, and' supply depots, and for maintenance of roads and
comm'unications, especially the Camino Real through the
Rio Grande valley to El Paso and New Spain. Once during
his term of office the governor was e:lCpect'ed to make a formal visitation' of his province in order to inquire into the
state of the community, to correct abuses and to make any
pecessary changes in the local administration. Although
the visitation had a certain value in giving the governor
ll

----.-

.

9. Cf. "Ordenanzas . . . para lOB nuevOB descubrimientos," and Oiiate's contract
based on, them.
, 10. IMtruetion.to Peralt<l.
11. RecopilaeUn, lib. v, tit. ii, leyes xV-xxi.

were sent (",'Custodian Perea and Governor Eulate. During the years preceding,1621
the Civil and ecclesiastical authoritiei< had filed a .series of charges and counter-charges
with the viceroy as the result of bitter controversy between the Church and State.
The instructions were in tended to bring peace to the' two jurisdictions and dealt with
many phases of general provincial policy. The first, dated Jan. 9, 1621. addressed to
Custodian Perca, was in the form of a real proviai6n, issued in the name of· the
Crown. in order to give it especial authority.. It has heen published in English translation by L. B. Bloom in NEW MEX. RIST. REV., V (1930), 288-298. The second. dated
Feb. 5, 1621, addressed to Governor Eulate, has also been published by Bloom, Spanish
text and English translation, in NEW MEX. RIST. REV., III (1928), 357-380. The four
'sets of instructions will be cited individually as Instruction to Peralta. Instruction to

Perea, etc,
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.knowledge of local affairs, it sometimes degenerated into a
sort of inquisitorial process on the governor's part, or became an endless affair of charge and counter-charge on the
part of aggrieved parties. On all important matters he was
expecte<l to secure the advice of, the leaders of the clergy
and the cabildo of Santa Fe." It was required of him also to
make frequent reports to the viceroy on all matters of importance.
The· administration of justice in this new and struggling community was likely to be more an affair of administration than of· law, and a practical executive was more
effective than a man with a flare for legal'technicaIity. This
was true especially with respect to the relationships of the
two systems of law, the civil and the ecclesiastical, for the
delimitation of the spheres of action of the civil and ecclesiastical jurisdictions was ever a fruitful source of controversy. The specific sphere of action of the governor as a
judicial officer included such matters as (1) cases of military discipline and privilege under the military fuero; (2)
cases of sedition including unauthorized departure from the
province; (3) cases involving questions of encomienda and
allocation of the revenues therefrom; (4) cases dealing with
Indians in the Villa de Santa Fe.18 The governor also had
appellate jurisdiction in cases appealed from the magistrates of the Villa de Santa Fe and in cases settled in the
first instance by the alcaldes mayores of the rural subdivisions."
.
One of the principal. duties of the governor was the
orga~ization of defense. This involved defense of the nonaboriginal population from possible Indian revolt,· protec12.

Instruction to Eulate.

13. This jurisdiction over Indians within the Villa de Santa Fe is explicitly
stated in the Instruction to Peralta.'
14.. The governor's instructions contain no references to judicial matters except
the specific statement concerning jurisdiction over the Indians in the Villa de Santa
Fe. The appellate jurisdiction of governors, corregidores, and alcaldes mayores (i.e.,
these alcaldes tnayores such as we find in parts of New Spain proper, whose authority
was often more or less co-equal with that of governors) with respect to cases coming
from the villas is recognized by Solorzano (PoUtica Indiana, lib. v, cap. i, ill and

tioni of'f-:dars! laboring· in, dangerous; ar.eas;. and' the.,most.im:portant problem; or finding a~ sohlti.on: of:: the~ perennial
Apache· menace. He-, was responsible- for·the; generali dir.e~
lion of aU military, campaigns, distributi.oll of. arms and
ammunition;. assignment of soldiers>, for.' escor,t: and: gar:rison, duty, ,and; the maintenance of discipline; During the
early, years of, the seventeenth century, the' military' phases
of provincial administration were limited mostly tothe;pr.o+
tection.offriars at missions, and escort for the supply' caravan. During the second half of the. century,. however; the
problem changed, for the growing danger' from the Apaches
became the most important phase·of'defense,"and in the 1670s
it, was the paramount provIncial problem.
The formal military establishment of the province was
small' and loosely organized, for prior -to 168.0' there was no
regular' presidio or paid garrison. Occasionally soldiers
were sent out from New Spain on a salary for a stated term,
but' the core of the local military force was a group of pro::,
fessional soldier-citizens who made military st?rvice and participation in the political' affairs of the province a life job,
. They were;paid no regular salary by the Crown," but they
received encomiimdas, the revenues from· which' were to
be· in lieu, of !?alary. Most of them, moreover; supple'mented the ihcome which they received' from their encom':'
i~nda. by farming and stock raising on, their own account.
l

It appears that prior to 1631 encomenderos sometimes served; as escort
supply ca~~yaI).8, as weIl as. for friars; at~ dangerous missions., Cf. Instruction .
to Elllate.
The treasury accounts indicate that payment was made in certain
cae.es. for escort duty for the caravans. ,A:.G.!., Contaduria 726. After· 1631 the
supply caravan had its own special' escort paid by the Crown. See terms" of the
1631· contract in F. V. Scholes, "The supply service of' the' New Mexico missions· in
the seventeenth century," 'NEW MEX. HrST. REV., V (1930), p. 111. ,In 1664 ,a new
contract regulating the supply service was made and ex-Governor Manso,. to ,whom
th". new contract was.granted, agreed to .pay the cost of the escort. Scholes, op. cit.,
p. 393.

15.

fo~,.the

iQ.,·t~e Recopilaci6n. lib. v, tit. xii, Ieyes xii, xxvi. For pr~cedent with regard to the
. appe~ate jurisdiction-. of a' governor over. subordinate· alcaldes maY-ores Bee Recopi14:ci6n, lib. v,: tit. xii, ley xxvii, which provided for appeal from the alcaldes mayores, of
the Rio, de la Plata, to the governors of the, same. Onate's contract.. based on' the
·'OrdenanzaB' . . . para lOB nuevos descu1}rim~entos;" provided .. specifically for:- such
appellate jurisdiction over· both the alcaldes ,ordinarios ·ofyiIlas ·and· alcaldes mayores.
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The:only'paid military' official; except the-governor, was!the
armorer who: received three hundred and fifty pesos a year.
The.number·of these encomendero-soldiers.was set at thirty;:.
five. They' formed- the professional service" and many of
them~attained·the·rankof captain or higher. They were to
be r.eady at all times to answer a summons'to'doescort duty
and to serve in small groups as local pueblo guards. In
times, of special crisis they' assumed commanl;l of larger
levies' consisting of fifty or one hundred Spaniards and
mestizos and a much larger force of Indian allies. Over
these professional soldiers the governors exercised direCt
control and authority; They appointed all of the officers and
they allocated theencomiendas from which the professionals
derived a part of their income. It was possible, therefore,
for the' governors to build up a definite military faction
favorable to their own interest.
Financial administration was a very minor phase of
the governor's activity. Onate had recei\red permission to
establish a branch treasury; regulate mining, etc,'" As a
matter of fact; very little revenue, if any at all, was derived
from the province; There is no evidence that mining. was
successfully carried on, even on a minor scale, so that there.
were no fifths to be collected~ There were no-royal tributes,
for all of the Indians were subject to encomienda. Tithes
were paid by the non-aboriginal community but it does not
appear that the Crown collected its share. The half-annate
(media. anata) was levied on the governor's salary, but it
was. collected in Mexico City!' .Whether New'Mexico was
exempt· from the alcabala, or sales tax, cannot be determined
but there is no evidence to prove that it was collected on the
primitive intra-provincial commerce.
The obligation of the civil authorities to co-operate iil
the entire missionary program, both in the active teachirig .
16.
17.
probably
prior to
study of

Cf. Onate's contract.
The media anata was collected on Governor Samaniego's salary in 1652 and
on the salary of all other governors during the remainder of the period
1680. I am indebted to Prof. L. B. Bloom (who has made an intensive
the materials in A.G.I., Contaduria) for' information on this point.
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of the new faith and in the maintenance of mission discipline, was stated in numerous royal orders and decrees.'"
There could be no doubt concerning the duty of the governor'
in this respect. It was expected that he would set a good
example to the :Indians, an example not only of good, moral
living but also of respect and deference for the friars. It
was his duty also to' assist actively in the conversions, to
exhort the .Indians to accept the new faith, to aid in the
building of churches, and to encourage the Indians to aid
the friars and to honor and obey them. Above all, it was
necessary that the civil authorities should support the friars
not only in enforcing attendance at mass, but also in stamping out concubinage and the practice of the old ceremonials.
How inadequately some of the governors" a~d other
civil officers fulfilled all these obligations is indicated by
even the most casual study of the documentary sources for
the seventeenth century. , Tl?ey failed often to assist in the'
active program of conversion and teaching, but more important was the -lack of co-operation- in the maintenance of.
mission discipline. Several governors were accused of
inciting the Indians to acts of disobedience and violence.
Mendizabal and the clergy quarreled, over the question'of
corporal punishment for infractions of discipline. On the
highly important question' of the old ceremonial dances the
governors followed a vacillating policy. Some governors,
like Eulate, and Mendizabal, encouraged the Indians ,to perform the old ritual. On the other hand; there were occasions
when the Indians were sever~ly punished for loyalty to the
old ways, and more than once native priests were rounded
up, whipped, and some of them hanged. It is not surprising
that the Indians soon lost all respect for their new ma'sters,
both friars and soldiers, and came to mistrust the 'whole
Spanish community and to react violently against the entire
fund of Spanish culture.
The governor's authority and influence over Indian
relations were. of the greatest importance. Spanish legisla18.

RecopikLcwn, lib. i, tit. i, leyes ii, v-xvi.
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tion on Indian affairs represented a compromise between
the humanitarian principles of sixteenth century Spanish
jurisprudence and the absolute need of the dominant Spanish creole minority in the New World for Indian labor. The
.Indians were obliged to pay tribute either to the Crown or
·to private individuals (encomenderos). As hired servants
-and laborers they were indispensable for almost any colonial
enterprise. The legislation on tribute and labor. was detailed
enough and was intended to protect the Indians from exploitation. Execution of these laws, especially in far-away
provinces, only too often failed to measure up· to the principles of justice that inspired them. Even the most earnest
administrator found it difficult to root out abuses, for the
opposition of the non-aboriginal community, the class of
vested interest, whose very existence depended on the encomienda tributes or the hired labor of the Indians, was
usually so great that reforms were seldom permanent. And
disinterested provincial officials were rare. Many of the
provincial governors, alcaldes mayores, and corregidores
were themselves exploiters of the Indians, rather than their
protectors.
Almost without exception the governors of New Mexico were interested in using the Indians for their own profit,
and instead of curbing abuses were often the worst offenders. The documentary sources are full of. evidence dealing
with the methods which they employed to exploit the
Indians. A common practice was to require each pueblo to
manufacture mantas and paint them with various designs,
and sometimes workshops for the same purpose were set up
in Santa F€ itself where the Indians were pressed into serv-.
ice for long hours and under miserable conditions. Indians
of those pueblos that were situated near the salt fields were
used to cart or carry salt to centrally located depots. The
eastern frontier pueblos were used as trading posts, and the
Indians were sent out to the buffalo plains to trade with the
Apaches for hides and slaves. Pinon was a prime luxury in
Mexico and had a value there ten times the New Mexico
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price. The gov:ernors eagerly' pressed groups: of Indians
into service to range: over the mountains' and~ gather large
supplies: of. this delicacy; Indianartisans:were~ employed
build wagons and' carts for the transport of all these goods
to the markets of New Spain;, UsuaIly' the governors
shipped out these accumulated stocks of g~ods; either at the
end' of their terms, or took 'advantage of the return journey
of'the mission supply service. OccasionaIly; however; they
organized special caravans; and pressed Indians intoservice as servants: and' muleteers. It. was sometimes charged
that no provision was made' for' the immediate ~eturn of
these Indians to New Mexico, or for their living while in
New, Spain, and that ,consequently many never returned, or
had to undergo privation and hardship until they could join,
the next mission caravan on its way to, New Mexico.
.
Not only were these trading ventures indirect viol~
tion, of royal legislation which forbade the governors to
engage in any sort of business or trade,19 but there is ample
evidence also that the Indians were often forced to labor
without pay ahd that even when wages were paid they feIl
far short. of the standard scale of payor that the goods
which were given in' exchange (and all labor was paid in
kind), were often valued far above their true worth. When
Governor Mendizabal's residencia was being taken in 1661,
the attorney for the Indians claimed that Meridizabal, owed
in balances due more than twenty-four hundred pesos to the
Indians for various services, or an equivalent of more than
n:in~teen thousand days of labor at the rate of one real a
day. Mendizabal insisted that many. of the claims were
exaggerated 'or that they had already been paid, but even
if the sum total were cut in half it would still be clear proof
, of the manner in which a governor could exploit Indians.
When the complete residencia record was presented before
the audiencia for final judgment,. Mendizabal was found
guilty on the. general charge of. illegal use of Indian labor;llIl

fo

19.
20.

Recopilaci6n. lib., 6, tit. ii, ley xlvii.
The .residencia is in A. G.M'., Tierras. Tomo' 8268.

CIVIL !GOVERNMENT IN NEW MEXICO

83

Actual enslavement of adult Pueblo Indians was rare,
and was usually a punishment for certain crimes. There is
direct and irrefutable evidence, however, that Governor
Etilate sometimes gave. written permission to soldiers to
seize Indian orphans as house servants. The clergy insisted
that these unfortunate children were subjected to perpetual
servitude and they w~re hunted down, "as if they were
branded slaves," if they fled from their masters. It may be
doubted, however, whether the authorities regarded them as
slaves. It. is more likely that the permits or vales by which
seizures were authorized were issued on the presumption
that the master of such a seized orphan would teach and indoctrinate him, and serve as a sort of guardian, and that in
return for such protection and training the master. had a
. claim on the orphan's servlces.:n Of course this might easily
mean actual, if not legal slavery, for the same theory
.appears to have been the basis of the Apache slave system to
be described below. Whether this practice of impressing
Pueblo children as house servants was generally practiced
throughout the country cannot be determined. It was a
common practice during Eulate's administration, and
Father Perea declared in 1633 that Governor Mora Ceballos
,permitted the seizure of 'boys and girls who had no need for
guardianship." But this is all the evidence we have. It is
sufficient, however, to indicate a certain trend, which might
become permanent unless stopped by active denunciation
and resistance.
.
rhe capture of Apaches, especially .boys and girls, to 'b~
used as house servants, was, however, a common practice,
and the governors ~eceived their share of these spoils of
frontier warfare. The relations of the Pueblos to the
Apaches and Navahos during the seventeenth centuryaIter-nated between peace and hostility just as they had in the
21. The evidence on this point is in a miscellaneous group of letters. declarations.
etc. in A. G. M. Inquisici6n. Tomo 856, If. 257-817. A few specimen "ales are incl~ded in the exp·ediente.
.
. 22. FrIar ·Estevan de ·Perea to the HoiyOffice, 2 Oct.• 1632.
ei6n. Tomo 80'"

A. G. ·M. Inquisl-
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past; but as the century advanced there was a definite increase in the amount of hostility, for instead of bringing
'peace to the nomads and the Pueblos the Spaniards were
responsible for a sharpening of the old feuds.
The Spaniards brought to New Mexico horses, firearms, and knives, and thus made possible that kind of guerilla warfare which has ever since been inseparably connected with the name Apache. The governors and soldiers
of the new Hispanic community saw'in the Apaches and
Navahos a source of profit and they were quick to take advantage of the commerciai possibilities of such frontier
pueblos as the pueblo of Pecos and the Tompiro villages,
which had traded with the Apaches long before the Spaniard arrived. Not content with the profits of trade in these
frontier villages, the Spaniards sent expeditions to the
buffalo plains to trade with the Apaches direct. ' But such
expeditions had the habit of degenerating into hostilities
during which captives were made on both sides, the Spaniards seizing young boys and girls as slaves, and the
Apaches, horses and guns. From these simple beginnjngs
was built up the long aIid sad story of the Apache tribes in
their relations with the European.
The Spaniards found these ventures extremely profitable. Buffalo hides and Apache slaves found a ready sale
not only in New Mexico, but also in New Spain, and the
royal prohibitions against slave raids were usually futile
in the face of a real profit. It was easy to argue that the ,
~paches thus captured were not being traded as slaves but
that they were being deposited in the homes of Christian
families where they, would receive Christian teaching'. and
, save their souls. Such sophistry did not prevent the slave
girls'and boys from having a value of thirty or forty pesos,
or, more correctly, the value of one good mule." What is
'most deplorable of all is the fact that the provincial gov23. The prices are fo;'nd in the records of Mendiziibal's residencia, A. G. Mo.
Tierras, Tomo 3268. It is indicated that the Pueblos also learned the profit to be
gained from making captives of the- nomads, in order· to trade them to the Spaniards
for hol"l'C8. mules, and sheep.
•
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ernors were probably the worst offenders. When Governor
Eulate arrived in Mexico City at the end of his seven year
term of office,' he was arrested by the civil authorities there
and one of the charges was that he had brought from New
Mexico several Indian slaves." Governor Rosas was· ac~
cused of complicity in the capture of friendly Apaches,
some of whom were sold in New Spain as slaves and the
others put to work in his own workship in Santa Fe.'" At
.the time of his arrest by the Inquisition in 1662, Governor
Mendizabal claimed that he owned, or had an interest in,
some ninety Apache slaves. His enemies stated that on one
occasion, having induced a' group of Apache (Navaho)
warriors to come to Jemez in peace and friendship, he not
only ordered a treacherous attack on them during which
fifteen were killed, but also executed a follow-up raid on
the camp of the nomads nearby during which ten men and
thirty women and children were captured.'"'. Mendizabal's
successor, Diego de Pefialosa, even sent several Apache boys
and girls to Mexico City as gifts to.his friends." These
examples could easily be multiplied but they are sufficient to
indicate that the seizure of unconverted nomadic tribesmen
to be used as personal servants was a common practice and
that enslavement was actual, if not legal.
These acts of treachery and violence sharpened the
age-old hostility between the Apaches and the inhabitants
of the settled areas. Inspired bya growing hatred and emboldened by new methods of warfare made possible by the
horse and new weapons, the nomads began an increasingly
bitter 'war of attrition against the Hispano-Indian set~le
ments. The Spaniards in turn seized upon these attacks as
an excuse for new campaigns and to the vicious circle thus
created there was no end.
24.· A. G. M., Reales CCdulas y 6rdenes, Duplicadas, Tomo 8.
25. Petition of Juan Francisco de Salazar, 5 July, 1641, in Expediente sobre el
levantamiento del Nuevo Mexico y pasajes con los religios08 de San Francisco de
aquella provincia en el que se trata del proceder del Obispo Don Juan Palafox.
(1640-1646), Archivo General de India. (to be cited hereaftr as A. G. 1.). Patronato
244, No.7.
26. A. G. M., Tirras, Tomos 3268, 3283, 8286.
27. A. G. M., Tierras, Torno 3288.
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Thus the gov:ernor~s,power and inf1.uence were extensive and were easily 'expanded either by generous interpretations,of instructions or hy extra:"legal actiori. All of the
governors were jealous of their prerogatives and sensitive
of their position as representatives of the Crown. They
se~ the standard and tone of provincial administration. They
came into contact with every provincial citizen of importance, and the character of government easily took on a
personal aspect. Very much depended, therefore, on the
ability, character, and personality of the men who were
appointed to the post.
The governors who served in New Mexico prior to 1680
were, with one exception, men who-had had no previous experience in New Mexican affairs. Many Of them, however,
had served the Crown in some naval, military, or administrativecapacity, as'corregidores or alcald~s mayores.in New
Spain or Peru, as officers in the galleon service, as aides to
the viceroy, or as garrison commanders. A few of them
may have had formal university training, but most of them
had been trained only in the rough and tumble of -colonial
administration. In, making appointments the viceroys
sometimes took advantage of the opportunity to reward-a
favorite and some of them may not have been adverse -to
accepting a bribe. In 1647 one 'of the New Mexican ,,friars,
writing a general complaint to the king, was quite explicit
in his statement that some of the, governors were mere
creatures of the viceroy and owed their appointment to the
purchase of the Viceroy's favor.""
Present knowledge of the governors is confined mostly
to a few individuals who incurred the wrath of the clergy,
and the character of these men, as described in the friar
complaints, is far from complimentary. - Even if we -discount heavily the denunciations of the friars there remains
ample proof of the fact that some of them werearbittary in
their conduct of the government, openly immoral, crass, and,
28. Friar Andres Suarez to the kin'g, 26 Oct., 1647.
Reale. CeduJas y 6rdene.., Principale., 'Tomo III, No. 103.

Enclosure ~n ,A. G. ,lit.•
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. entirely unscrupulous. The most general complaint that can
be laid up against them as a group wits their eager and persistent desire to squeeze a profit out of their office. The salary was fairly good, as compared with other official salaries in New Spain, but it was not the salary that made men
.accept an appointment in a province fifteen hundred miles
from Mexico City. It was the opportunity for gain. Their
profits from trade, stock-raising, and exploitation of Indian
labor were, in some cases, far in excess of their salary.
It must not be supposed, however, that there were no
means of curbing the tyranny and greed of a self-seeking
governor or of punishing him for malfeasa~ce in office.
Every governor was obliged to submit to a formal residencia
at the end of his term of office. The residencia was required
of all important administrators throughout Spanish America and the Crown had laid dovJn definite regulations ~on
cerning it.2\)·· That it did not achieve the end intended is only
too well known, and New Mexico .was no exception in. this
respect. Bribery was employed to thwart justice and more
than one governor went free on that account.'" On the other
hand, in' a few cases for which there is definite direct information in any amount, it is clear that the residencia could
be, and sometimes' was, a serious matter.. The most detailed
residencia report that we have is for Bernardo Lopez de
Mendizabal, who was governor from 1659 to 1661. Mendizabal's policies aroused the bjtter opposition of the Church
and of a considerable faction of the civil community,. and
very serious charges were brought against him during his
residencia which was conducted by his successor, Diego de
Penalosa Briceno, who did not hesitate to take advantage
of Mendizabal's difficulties for his own personal profit. The
. residencia and the trial by the Inquisition in Mexico City,
29. Recopi14cWn, lib.. v. tit. xv. .
80. The clergy accused Governor LUis' de Rosas of accepting a bribe from Gov.
ernor Francisco de Baeza. Petition of Juan Francisco de Salazar. 5 July, 1641, in
Expediente sobre el levantamiento, etc. A. G. r., Patronato 244, No.7. Friar Andres
Suarez in his letter to the kiml. Oct. 26, 1647, accused the governor in office at that
time of similar offense. See note 28 ·l!'ltpru.
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to which he was subjected in 1663-1664, ruined Mendizapal
financillI'ly and so undermined his already' delicate health
that he died before the Inquisition decided his case. Another means of checking arbitrary government was the
power and influence of the cabildo of Santa Fe, for, although
this group was frequently co~troIIed by the governor, there
are instances which indicate that thecabildo sometimes offered strenuous resistance to a governor and his policies."
Most important, however, was the influence and authority of
the Church. This consisted ,not only of such strictly ecclesiastical weapons as ex-communication and penance, but
also of active opposition to certain policies of administration. ,Moreover, the authority of the Inquisition, once it
was ,established in New MeXico, became a weapon of first
, importance.
In 1682 Governor Otermin faced the danger of open
sedition among the discontented refugees who were living.
nearEl Paso after the tragic revolt of 1680. The attempted
reconquest of 1681-1682 had failed, food was scarce, and
th~re was real danger that the Indians of EI Paso, aided by
the Apaches and rebel 'Pueblos, might 'attack the .Spanish
settlements. Many of the soldiers, wanted to abandon the
area and move to New Biscay, and when Otermfn refused
to accept these proposals several of the soldiers fled, to Mexico City. There they :presented serious charges agaiilst
Otermfn and accused him of actions which, so they s\'1id, had
directly provoked the Pueblo Revolt. In his own defense,
Otermin wrote a long letter to the viceroy, in which he declared that the governors of New Mexico had always been
subjected to criticism, opposition, and even violence on 'the
part of malcontents, lay or ecclesiastical, among the Spanish community. For example, Peralta had been unjustly
imprisoned -by Friar Isidro Ordonez, prelate of the Frandscalls, in conspiracy with a faction of the soldiers. OppoS1

31.

A.--G. M., Tierras, Tomos 3268, 3283. 3286; .Inquisici6n. Tomos 587, 598,_ 594."

-32. The cabildo and' Mendizabai were on veri bad terms, and the procurator ot"
the villa presented a bitter denunciation of Mendiza~ before his j~dge of residencia.

CIVIL GOVERNMENT' IN NEW, MEXICO

89'~

sition to the policies of Sotelo Osorio had reduced him to the '
extremity of leading his own horse to water! S,ilva Nieto's
own servants had turned against him and one Of them later
murdered him in Zacatecas. Mora Ceballos had been so
persecuted that he had to take refuge in the Convent of
Galisteo. Rosas had been murdered by a faction of the citizenry. Argiiello had been sent out of New Mexico a prig;..
oner, but near Parral he had escaped, "leaving his property
dissipated and destroyed." Against Guzman y Figueroa
such serious chargesw'ere brought that he had left New
Mexico before his term of office was ended. Ugarte y la
Concha, "who was upright in justice," had been imprisoned
. and subjected to open insult. Samaniego, "a virtuous and
exemplary gentleman,'~ had been denounced in a bill of pB:r:"
ticulars consisting of seventeen demandas. Manso had suf.,.
fered undue severity in his residencia. Mendizabal and
Pefialosa had been tried by the Holy Office. ,During his
first term of office Miranda had been deprived of office, arrested, imprisoned in the Casa de Cabildo, and subjected· to
an "iniquitous residencia." Villanueba had been utterly
ruined financially, and departed from New Mexico "with
only what he had on his back" Against Medrano such seri-'
ous charges had been made that "like a madman he fled the
house in which he lived (at a time when there'was) half a'
vara of snow (on the ground), a Cristo in his hands, lance
and cloak on his shoulder, shouting that he was leaving for
Mexico to seek justice from God and the King ,against a
people abandoned by God.""
No doubt Otermin was greatly agitated when he wrote
this letter, but we do know that Peralta was imprisoned on
Friar Ordonez' authority, that Sotelo Osorio did incur the
wrath of both the clergy and the soldier-encomenderos, that
Rosas was murdered, and that both Mendizabal and Pena33. A. G.!., Guadalajara 138. Testimonio de los autos fechos sobre 1a entrnday
recuperacion de los Yndios Apostitas subleuad06 en la Prouincia de la Nueua Mexico;
fulminados por Don Antonio de Otermin Gouernador y Capitan General de dlcha
Prouincia. Ano de 1682, fl'. 212v-319. The Otermin letter, dated at San Lorenzo.
6 April. 1682. is in fl'. 250v-256.
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losa were ruined by their New· Mexico experience. Oter-,
min might also have added·other items to his bill of particu- .
lars, viz~, that Bernardino de Ceballos was excommunicated
because he failed to co-operate with the clergy in executing
an ,ecclesiastical sentence, that Eulate found his match in'
Friar Estevan de Perea, and that the clergy lodged bitter
·complaints .with. the viceroy concerning. Baeza and his
.
policies.'"
But in many cases the governors had only themselves to
blame for their difficulties, and it w()Uld be easy to be very.
severe in denunciation of the provincial governors in New
Mexico prior to 1680., Proud and haughty, frequently
greedy and crass, ruthless sometimes, some of them guilty of
grave immorality, they brought to the· administration of the
province a spirit that was frequently inconsistent with peace
and quiet and sometimes. definitely detrimental to the prog.;.
ress, not only of the Church and the missions, but also of the
struggling lay community. But theirs was no easy task.
Boldness in policy and forcefulness in action were required
to govern province like New MexiGo. The governors ·had
to make their own' decisiorisand stand by them, for .New
Spairi was far away. .They dealt with turbulent men, real
frontiersmen, and they had to match their wits with ·some •
of the keenest. ecclesiastics who served in'the missions ·of
New Spain. With all their faults they kept the colony in-.
tact for eighty years, and when tragedy marched over the
l~nd in 1680, Otermjn displayed true soldierly qualities and
was able to make an orderly retreat from Santa Fe to the
safety of the EI Paso country.

a

C.

LESSER OFFiCIALS

The governor was· assisted in the administration of
provincial business by several lesser officials and by the cabildo of the Villa de Santa Fe. The most important of the
lesser offiCials were the secretary of government and war,
34. My Church aM State in New MeoJico in the Se"enteenth Century will contain a detailed di~cussion or many
theBe incidents.
'.
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the lieutenant-governor, and the alcaldes mayores, all of
whom were appointed by the governor and held office at his
pleasure.
The secretary of government and war was the notary
-who attested all official documents and papers issued in the
governor's name. But he was more than a mere notary. H~
was an active adviser on all problems, and an energetic
secretary could have a profound influence over administra~
tion. Many governors probably welcomed the services ot'
an able secretary who had had several years of experience
in the province, for most of them knew nothing about their
proVince before they arrived. The secretary was the" man
on whom they relied for advice and suggestion, and it was
he who was the buffer between. the 'colony on the one hand
and the governor on the other. The post frequently wentt9
-a member of one of the older families or some well known
soldier-citizen;
. Lieutenant governors were appointed from time to time
to perform special duties, such as a visitation of the prov~
ince in the name of the governor, to administer the province
during the absence of the governor, or to assume control
over a portion of the provincial area. Fr:om about 1660
onward it was customary to divide the province into two
major subdivisions or administrative districts. .These were
known as the Rio Arriba: and the Rio Abajo, 1. e., the
upper and lower portions of the Rio Grande valley and the
neighboring districts. This administrative' innovation w~s
the result, in part, of the increasing non-aboriginal popul~,.
tion in the middle and lower portions of the valley, and, in
. part, of the need for a more active defensive policy in the
lower area where the Apaches were especially active. The
governor commanded the Rio Arriba,and the lieutenant,.
governor the Rio Abajo.
\
..
,
The alcaldes mayores administered lesser rural dis. tricts or subqivisions called jurisdictions (jurl,sdicciones)."!'
.There were at least six, perhaps eight, of these units into
85.

The term alcaldi.. mayDr

waS

seldom used before 1680.
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'Which the entire provincial area, with the exception of the
Villa de Santa Fe arid its district, was subdivided. The
:alcaldes mayores were members of that soldier-citizen-en, comendero group that formed the core of the local military
estabiishment. Their functions were' of considerable im:portance'for they were the men who came into direct .daily
contact with the Indian villages, the missions, and the estanciafr of the ·non-abbriginal population. Their' most impor, tant duties were probably police and judicial, viz., to admin'isterpetty justice, to adjust differences concerning 'lands
and water rights, to assist the friars in the maintenance of
mission discipline, to oversee the employment of Indians as
house servants, farm laborers, and herdsmen by the Spanish and caste J:anchers, and' to :supervise. the routine of
pueblo life, working with and through the.petty Indian mag:istrates and officials," The character of local administration
carried on by these men varied according to the policies and
instructions of the governors who appointed them, for although there were certain cases in which alcaldes mayores
resisted what they believed' to be an evil and detrimental
policy of' the central provincial government, these men
were obliged, in the main, to carry out the orders which
came to them from Santa Fe. In certain instances, moreover, they were nothing more than tools of the governors',
not only in exploitation of I.ndian labor, but also in an open
and avowed policy of oppositib.n to the friars and their
·work. None of them is more famous than Captain Nicolas
de Aguilar, mestizo 'and ex-murderer from New Biscay, who
was so thorough in his execution of Governor Mendizabal's
36. The difference between the alcaldes mayores of New Mexico and those greater
officials who administered the alcaldi"'; mayoreS of' New Spain proper were not so
.. much a matter of function as of autho~ity. The alcaldes mayores of New Spain
proper Were really provincial governors v.~ithout the title, and from an administrative
standpoint governors and alcaldes mayores were practically on the Bame level.' In
New Mexico they were subordinate officers, appointed by and responsible' to the
governor..: But the functions of the alcaldes mayores in both New Mexico and New
Spain were much the same. The authority to set up local administrative districts and
, 'to appoint their ,officers was granted originally to Onate, but, there was' probably' little
need for such local machinery until missionary enterprise had been extended over a
"considerable part of the Pueblo area.
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policy of opposition to the Church that the friars named him
Attila.
.
.
.
Neither the lieutenant-governor· nor the alcaldes. mayores received salary from the Crown. The alcaldes mayores
may have received certain fees but the amount was no dout>t
very small. They had ample opportunity, however, to use
Indian labor for their own profit. For, although we hear
much less about the trading ventures of the alcaldes
mayores than those of the governors, the daily contact of
the alcaldes mayores with the pueblos gave them numerqus
opportunities to squeeze the. Indian on their' own account.
They all had estancias of their own and it was an easy matter to raise groups of laborers for their own fields and to
tend their own herds."'
.
The Villa de Santa Fe was founded to tal(e the place of
the Villa de San Gabriel which had been provincial headquarters during the Onate regime. There were probably
two reasons for moving the capital to another site. First;
San Gabriel, situated at the confluence. of the Rio Chama
. and the Rio Grande, was too far north of most of the major
Pueblo areas. Second, it was close to established pueblos,
and the Indians had long ago taken up the better lands and
water rights. The founding of a new villa had been pro':'
posed prior to the change in provincial administration that
was brought about by Onate's resignation, and the most important part of the instruction to Pedro de Peralta, who
took over the administration of the province in 1609-1610;
dealt with the establishment of the new villa and its government. The site that was chosen was more centrally located
than that of San GabrieL It was at the foot of the Sangre
de Cristo range, at the point where the mountainous masses
of northern New Mexico begin to break up into lesser
ranges and give way to the open plains of the central part
of the state. It was easy of access not only to the important
87. There is not so much direct evidence of abuse of authority by ·the alcaldes
mayores in the seventeenth century as we have for the eighteenth century. . For the
eighteenth century complaints, see A. G, M., Historia. Tomo 25.
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group of pueblos in the v:alleys to the north, but also to the
southern pueblos and to those which lay on the eastern and
western frontiers. • To this new site and the settlement
which slowly grew ~p there was given the name .of Santa
Fe., Laying'out of the villa and the sites for the principal
buildings was probably done in the spring of 1610,"" and the
Spanish· population of San Gabriel was transferred to .it
during the succeeding ,months as rapidly as buildings could
be erected. From that time to the presentSanfu Fe' has
remained the capftal· of New Mexico. The Villa de $an
Gabriel was abandoned, and during the remainder of the
period prior to the Pueblo Revolt of 1680 Santa' Fe was
probably the only organized community in the province with
full local government..•
of the villa was in the hands of four
. The government
.
regidores, or council-men, elected annually. by the citizens,
and two alcaldesordinarios, or magistrates; .elected by the
regidores. They' wereass'isted ,by an alguacil, or bailiff,
and a notary elected by them. All elections were subject to
the confirmation of the governor. The official and collective'
title for this group of local officers was "Cabildo, Justicia, y
Regimiento de la Villa de Santa Fe." The cabildo had the
authority to make ordinances' for the government. of .the
villa; subject to the governor's approval, to mark off the les'servecindades, or wai'ds, to assign to the citizens house lots,
lands for gardens, vineyards and pasturage, and the necessary water rights. The two alca1des ordinarios had civil and
criminal jurisdiction in all cases within the villa and its
38. L. B. Bloom, "When was Santa Fe founded 1" NEW MEX. RIST. Rsv., IV
(1929), 188:194.
.39. There is 'some indication that in the early 1630's an effort was made to
'found a new viIla-"Ja Villa de Nuestra Senora de la Piedad de Cerralvo:' The accounts in
G. I., Contaduria, legs. 729, 732, have records of payments to pobladore8 being sent out to this new settlement.' In the papers of the Inquisition there is
reference to one Diego de Santa Cruz, "alcalde ordinario de la Va. de Nra. Sra. de
Is Piedad de Seraluo que se comiensa a poblar," etc. (1681). A. G.. M., Inquisici6n
372, Exp. 16. But there ii no evidence to indicate that the villa was actually established and maintained. Probably .the plans never got' beyond the election of officers
and ·the sending out of a few paid pobladore8. One of the pobladore8 sent out in 1631,
Roque de Cassaus, was alcalde ordinario 'of the Villa de 'Santa .Fe"in 1689 and appears
to have Jived in Santa Fe from the year 1682;
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jurisdiction, except that cases involving Indians came under
the sole authority of the governor or his lieutenant.'"
The cabildo had an influence which extended beyond the.
limits of the Villa. It was spokesman. of the entire community both in pleas to the governor and in petitions to the
viceroy and the king. On one occasion it assumed full
authority for the governmen~ of the province on the death
of the regular governor," and on another occasion the viceregal authorities' gave it authority to act in certain matters
when it was feared that the governor would not obey instructions." Moreover, the governor was instructed to seek
its advice on all matters of importance,'· so that it became
a sort of advisory council for the entire province. The right
to confirm all local elections gave the governor ali opportunity, however, to 'secure the election of persons favorable to
his interests.
In general the cabildo represented· the soldier-citizen
group, which was the dominant class in the community. A
few prominent families were able to maintain a noticeably
frequent representation among the regidores and alcaldes
ordinarios. The gachupin and creole elements tried at first
.to maintain a fair measure of control, but before long mestizos were admitted to full participation: After all, the
number of eligible persons was small, and probably most of
the citizens of any consequence had a turn at office sooner
or later. Thus the government of Santa Fe was the only
form of self-government in the province, and for that' reason
.it deserves more than passing notice~
40. Instruction to Peralta.
41. In 1641, after the death o~ Flores y Valdes.
42. In 1660 Governor Manso fled his residencia and laid before the viceroy and
audiencia serious charges against his successor, M.endizab~l. The viceroy issued cer..
tain order. which Manso was to take with him on hi. return to .New .Mexico, and
(earing that Mendizabal mighi· not execute them, the cabUdo was ins.tructed to exe.cute them: For documents on Mans.o:s residencia, see A. G. M... Tier~, Torno 3286.
43. Instructicn to Eulate.
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POPULATION AND SOCIETY

The non-aboriginal population of New Mexico ,vas a
h~terog(meousgroup made up of Spaniards, creoles, castes, '
and Mexican Indians. The total number probably never e;x:ceeded twenty-five hundred during the period from 1598 to
. ~680, and the average was much less than that. During the
first three or four decades after the. founding of the province
the 'total was probably less than one thousand, and at the
time of the Pueblo Revolt it was between twenty-three and
twenty-four hundred.", The most important center of nonaborig:inal population was the Villa de Santa Fe; but as. the
number of Spaniard an.d castes slowly increased, especially
during the second half of the century, 'small hamlets were
formed and more and more farmlands were occupied at
points where water, labor, and land were available. The
most important rural areas were the valleys north of Santa
Fe and the middle Rio Grande valley between Santo
Domingo and the Piro district.
More important than the size' of the population and its
dist~ibution was its character. Prior to· 1680 New Mexico
was not a colony, in .the. real sense' of the word. There was
little to attract colonists, for the agricultural resources were
limited, trade was mere barter, and .minerals, except salt,
were not being exploited. The raison d' etre of the province
. was the missions, and the non-aboriginal population was
there mostly to sustain and defend them. The soldiers were
the leaders of the community and gave it its character. ' If, .
in the end, these men founded local families which became
44•. Four hundred and one persons, including twenty..one fria~s, were reported
killed or missing during the Pueblo Revolt, The refugees who were able to reach the
EI Paso country numbered 1946 p·ersons. Of these 155 were able to bear arms. At
least 500 were servants, and among these there must have been a number of Pueblos
and Apaehes. Adding the number of killed and' missing to the number of refugees
gives a total of about 2347, including servants. These statistics are in Autos tocantes
al Alsamiento de los Indios de la Provineia de la Nueba Mexico. 1680-1681. A. G. M.•
Provinci as · Internas, ~omo 87, Exp. 6. It is <oapparen't from many manuscript sources
that during the fifteen years preceding 1680 New Mexico suffered from the double
me;'ace of famine and Apache raids. so that the total of 2347' on the eve of, the
revolt in 1680 may represent
total population lower than that of 1665-1670. In
any case. the "maximum probably never exceeded 2500.
'
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attached to the land for its own sake that was but a normal
. result of the passing of time; but in the seventeenth century
true colonists as distinguished from the soldier-citizens and
and their breed were few.
It is impossible to estimate the proportions of Spaniards, creoles, and castes. In the beginning there was
clearly a considerable number of Spanish born ·citizens and
a.sprinkling of. foreigners such as Portuguese, Flemish, and
.French, but in time this group became a small minority.
In 1680-1681, it is evident that more than eighty per centperhaps ninety per cent-->-of the population were natives of
the province itself.'" This fact itself illustrates clearly the
lack of any considerable colonizing population. But in this
majority of New Mexico boni there were many who were of
mixed blood. There is no way to determine the amount ,of
mixture but there is reason to believe that it was considerable. The reader of the contemporary documents cannot fail to notice the incidental statements and evidence indicating that mixing of blood was frequent, and that many a
man of pure European blood married an Indian; a mestiza, .
or even a negro caste. This was inevitable in a comm~nity
which not only lived with the Indians and was outnumbered
by them and dependent upon them, but which received comparatively few new colonists. Moreover, many of the col-:-.
onists were themselves mestizos.
Social distinctions, insofar as they existed, were much
simpler than those in New Spain. If there was. any' difference between Spaniards and creoles in the beginning, it
was rapidly wiped out, for the Spaniard had no chance in
a community which received few recruits from outside.
Certainly ··no difference was made between Spaniards and
creoles with respect to the few local and military offices to
which· men could a·spire. .Such differences as may have
existed were' probably between persons of pure European
blood and the half-castes.' But the position of the halfcastes in New Mexico was undoubtedly better than in the
45.

This is indicated by the muster rolls of 1681.
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more densely settled' areas of New Spain. Life on the fron, tier put men on their own,and if a .mestizo made a good soldier, he was a welcome member of the community. Many
of them attained high military rank, and some became alcaldes mayores or members of the cabildo of Santa Fe.
But despite the easy and free intermingling of classes·
and despite the fact also that no man could attain any great'
measure of wealth in New Mexico, there was Clearly a fairly
well defined. local aristocracy based on family, service' to .
the Crown, and· worldly possessions. The contemporary
documents bear unconscious witness 'to the prominence of a
few families who were descended from' the loyal associates
of Onate, 'or from men who had migrated to the province
early in its history. 'Loyal service to the Crown was their
'proudest boast and many of' them enjoyed the rank 'of
hidalgo that was granted to men who had served a term of
years in the province"" Sons followed fathers in the pr<rfession of arms and as holders of local political and military'
office. These men formed the core of that small caste of
professional soldier-citizens, that small standing military
force ready to do escort for the friars or to,llead hastily
raised levies against the nomads. It was this group which
set the stand~rdfor the ,rest, which ·upheld military tradi~
tions on a far away frontier. . They were true professional
servants ofthe Crown. Their wealth was greater than that
of families of lesser social standing; the best lands were
theirs; they had greater opportunities to engage in trade; ,
and they probably received .the best encomiendas. In the
main' they tried to keep their blood pure,but in this' respect
they battled against heavy odds.
A few of these families are worthy of especial notice.
There was the Lucero de Godoy family, for example,consistent producer of soldiers and officials of rank. Another
was the Gomez clan, fiercely loyal to civil authority' in case
46. The ".0rdenanzas . .'. para 108 nuevas descubrimientos," provided for grant
of this .privilege to. first settlers in ,new areas and by cMula of JulyS. 1602, it ,was
specifically granted to soldiers who served for fi";e years du'ring the conquest and paci.
cation of New Mexico. A. G.. '~. ReaJe.!'C~llE.is y .6rd en e.s. Dlllllic~d~': Torno' 4.
f. 47.
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of conflict with the Church. Still another was the Doming'\lez de Mendoza family which produced the most distinguis~ed soldier in New Mexico in the seventeenth century."
Other families of prominence were the Marquez, Romero,
Baca, and the Duran y Chavez lines. These names appear
in the, documents of the early seventeenth century, and in
the muster-rolls formed in 1680-1681 subsequent to the
'Pueblo Revolt these same names are there.
But this discussion of the prominence of a few families does not imply the existence of any considerable degree
of social refinement. On the contrary, New Mexican life
was characterized by a roughness, a lack of luxury and
refinement, a crudeness, and a striking degree of ignorance
that is apparent throughout all the documents. Moral
laxity was widespread and a man's frailties were quickly
known. Truth was not a jealously guarded virtue. Charges
of false witness appear frequently in the contemporary q,ocuments, and there is ample proof that they were' often justified. The influence of the Indians' was apparent in many
ways, but none more strikingly than in the prevalence of
superstition in the practice of which they were apt teachers.
Finally, the province received its quota of fugitive criminals
and riff-raff, the off-scourings of the mining camps farther
south.
Formal education was practically non-existent. The
youth of the better families entered the military service at
an early age, and the rough Indian warfare became their
school and preparation for life. Father Bena~ides waxed
enthusiastic about the mission schools where "reading, writing, singing and instrument playing" were taught. 48 Whatever may have been expected from these'schools in the be- '
47. I refer here to Juan Dominguez de Mendoza. who served for some fifty years
from about .1640 to 1690. He held every military rank open to a citizen of the province. and was frequently commander of the troops sent out to the frontiers against the
Apaches. He was lieutenant-governor four times. 'In 1684 he was leader of the expedition which visited the Jumano country in central Texas. Servicios personales dei
Maestre de Campo Don Juan Domingues y Mendoza. Biblioteca Nacional, Madrid.
Ms. 19258.
48. Memorial (Ayer edit.), p. 22.
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ginning, tney soon became little more than pious hopes.
Father Perea, whose more than twenty years of'service in
the province &s compared with the, less than four years
which Benavides served, was probably' a more reliable witness. In,1632 he wrote to the Holy Office deploring the general conditions of ignorance and the prevalence' qf superstition.'" If the friars maintained schools, only a small
group of children ever received instruction in them. A few
Indians were taught to serve as interpreters, to assist at the
altar, to' sing in the choir, and the' children from the more
prominent families of the soldier-citizens received an elementary training. Some indication of the illiteracy of the
provinceniay be gained by censulting the muster-rolls. In
1681, when plans were being made to attempt the recovery
of the province after the tragic events -of 1680, the governor
called for a general muster of available men. As each man
passed muster, he testified concerning the country of his
birth, how many horses and mules he could offer for the
campaign, and the condition of his weapons. Those who
could sign their own names did so, and in the case of those
who could not, it was so stated. In one of these lists we
find the names of one hundred and forty-seven persons able
,to bear arms, and of these one hundred and thirty-one were
natives of New Mexico and sixteen were natives of Spain
_and Mexico. ' Eighty-five of the total could not sign their
own names and of these' eighty-two were natives of New
Mexico. Only three out of the sixteen Spaniards 'and Mexicans were able to sign."" In the case of women the illiteracy
was worse. Many women appeared before the agent of
Inquisition during the years 1626 to 1680 and more than'
ninety per cent could not sign their depositions. In 1631,
when thirty-three women testified, not one of them could
sign. Frontier conditions these!
'49. Friar Estevan de Perea to the Holy Office. 10 Nov., 1631. A. G. M. Inquisici6n, Torno 372, Exp. 19.
50. These muster-rolls are in Testimonio de autos originales. remitidos por dn.
Antonio de Oterrnin, Govr. y Capn. Gra!.' de las Provas. de la N., Mexico. . . • aI
Exrno. Sr. Conde de Paredes . . ., 1681, Mexieo. Biblioteea Nacional, Legajos Series,
Leg. 2. doc. 2.
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Most of the non-aboriginal inhabitants of New M.exico
lived' and died in the province with few contacts with the
outside world. A few soldiers were able to visit the mining
camps of Parral and Santa Barbara, or, in rare cases, Mexico
City itself, but for the great majority-and this was true
especially o~ the women-the upland plains and mountains
of New Mexico and its neighboring frontiers were the extent
of -their experience. For them the arrival of the mission
supply caravan every three years was an event of importanc'e and it was eagerly awaited. New faces always
appeared then; and often a new governor or a new prelate.
Even the soldiers of the caravan escort were looked upon
'as persons of some importance and several of them quickly
found a prominent place in provincial life.
Whatever of elegance and luxury many citizens knew
was found in the life of Santa Fe, the capital of the province. Santa Fe was a sprawling town like hundreds of
others on the frontier. In the center of the villa was the
plaza, near which were b,uilt the important buildings. It
was the center of town life. There the soldiers assembled
on review; there the citizens came, out to welcome a new
governor or a new prelate; and there in the center of it
were the gibbet and the whipping post. The most important
was the Casa Real situated on the 'north side of the plaza.
This building which still stands was a low, rambling structure, unpretentious and plain. It was there that the governor and his retinue lived; there also were work-rooms,
shops, and store-rooms for supplies. Nearby was the Casa
de Cabildo which, according to report, was a ramshackle
affair. It served the double purpose of meeting-house for
the cabildo and local jail. One of th,e complaints made
against Governor Mendizabal'in his residencia in 1661 was
that he neglected to provide the cabildo with better quarters,
_but perhaps he thought that the place was good enough, for
it was reported that he said that the cabildo, his mule, and
his negress were all one! The other buildings of importance
were ecclesiastical structures, the church,the convent, and
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the infirmary.. Only one of these buildings still stands, the
Church of, San Miguel. The private dwellings of the' citi-,
zens were one-story adobe and stone buildings of a few,
rooms. The streets-if there were streets-were probably
none too wide and were deep with dust.
The population of Santa Fe in the seventeenth century.
was never more than a few hundred. Besides the governor
and the clergy the most. important, inhabitants were the
professional encomenderO'-soldiers, for their obligations as,
.encomenderos included not only milit~ry. service but also
formal citizenship in the Villa de Sl;tnta Fe. In short, the·
Indian tributes were used to assure a minimum population
for the capital of the province as well as a standing military
force. If many of these soldier-citizens also acquired estancias in the country, where they could suppleme~t ·their en,.
comienda revenues by agriculture and' stockraising, the
, obligation of formal citizenship was not removed:' In addi-,
tion to these citizens and their families, there were a few
artisans, a few floaters who came and went with the mission
supply caravans, now and then a few mining prospectors;'
and numerous house servants, slaves, and Indians. Santa'
Fe was a cross-section of the entire community' from the
highest to the lowest, from. the best-to the worst.The ordinary round of'life, must have been mon~tonous;,
broken now and then by the arrival of a new gover~6r, the
events of an Indian campaign, the hanging ofa criminal at
the gibbet, or the scandal caused by a brawl over a card
.51; This citizenship obligation is indicated in several incidental statements in the,
documents. For example, in 1636 Governor Baeza and Custodian Quiros disagreed over'
,the obligations of the encomenderos ,to act as escort without pay for friars going to'
dangerous mission areas. The governor insisted that the sole obligation was 'to
"assist'" in the Villa of Santa Fe.-". • . para q asistiesen en esta uilla de Sta, fee
donde abien de hazer besindad y no para otra ninguna cossa mas de les hordenare !'ol:
goueror," etc. Auto, Sept. 27, 1636. Diferentes Autos de molestias Hechos a los
Vezos.,de la nua. mexco. Por Los Religiosos y la sooerania Conque Vsen Jurion.' A.
G. M., Provincias Internas, Tomo 34, Exp. 1. Baeza was wrong in his insistence that
the grants of encomienda did not imply an automatic obligation to do escort duty. but
his statement about citizenship in Santa 'Fe was no doubt correct. Governor Men- .
dizabal, who governed the province from 1659 to 1661, sometimes summoned encomen.
deros from the country to Santa Fe, much to their disgust, for such summons fre-'
quently interfered with management Of their farms and herds.
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table. The men spent much of their time in the saddle;
either in _some form of military activity or in managing
their farms and herding their livestock. For the women the
duties of childbearing and the home were a heavy burden,
lightened only by the aid of Apache slaves or servants from
the pueblos. For both mEm and women recreation and
amusements were few. For the men there were the gambling tables, the rough sport of the plaza, or obliging amigas
of whom there was apparently no lack. For the women
there were the treasured associations of bosom friends, end":
less gossip about some local scandal, or the consolation of
an Indian servant who knew how to prepare potions and
powders guaranteed to bring back the love of a wayward
. husband. .The Casa' Real, where the governor and his
retinue lived, was the social center of the community. The
soldiers spent many a long winter evening there in conver":
sation with the governor, eagerly listening to his tales of
other lands, of Peru, of New -Granada, and of encounters
with the buccaneers in the galleon service. From him they
borrowed a few books, for in the lists of belongings of Governors Mendizabal and Pefialosa we find such books as Don
Quixote, Lebrija's grammar; and a few devotional works.
Some of the governors tried to bring with them to New Mexico the trappings of position. Governor Mendizabal and his
wife brought a carriage, a fine bed and bed hangings, gilded
writing des'ks, silver plate, expensive clothes, linens, velvets,
silks, cordovan boots, etc. Perhaps they had an eye for
business, for they did not fail to avail themselves of the
opportunity to make a neat profit by bartering some of this
finery for goods or property of local New Mexican origin
thatwould find a ready sale in New Spain. Even a battered
writing desk was worth at least one Apache slave girl, perhaps two, in a land where the capture of one more Indian or
so meant little effort. For both men and women the church
and the convent offered another means of escape from the
monotony of existence. In the pageantry of the mass and
in the processions which now and then passed through the
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streets, the citizens saw a little of what in distant lands
the gorgeous splendor of the Church~ The friars were the
one'really learned class in the comm,unity, and in private
conversations with these men and in the sermons which
they preached, the people heard the best standards of speech
in the province. A friar was usually a welcome visitor in
the home, for he, like the governor, had seen other places
and other lands. Some of them brought the solace 6f
medical skill and knowledge, and it is just that we should
paus~ to note the name of one of these early -ministers of
mercy-Friar Ger6nimode Pedraza.
Primitive ,Santa Fe! Venerable Santa Fe ! A raw
frontier community, but also an outpost for Spain and the
Church. For all their vices and lack' of refinement theciti- ,
zensof that isolated community far away on the fringe of
things were doing their duty-blindly perhaps, but doing it.
Material rewards came only to' a few. For most men, soldiers and friars alike, the only reward was knowledge of
loyal service to king and the faith.
The fundamental problems of political and religious
experience were essentially the same in Santa Fe as in less
isolated and more cultured centers. Heresy was just as·
great a sin there as in Mexico City,-greater, perhaps, because the influence of unorthodoxy niight be more immediate. The Inquisition could not afford to neglect even this
northern outpost, and in 1626 the authority of the dread
tribunal was established there. Likewise the basic problems
of the proper relations between Church and State presented
themselves in this struggling community with the same persistence as in Zacatecas, Guadalajara, Merida,' or Puebla,
but because the community was so small and unlettered the
factional consequences of Church and State controversies
cut through to the very foundations of society. From the
Casa Real the governor thundered decrees against prelates
and friars. On the doors of San Miguel were posted excommunications against governor and lowly citizen, and from
its pulpit were read edicts of the faith against heresy and
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apostasy. Long before witches were tried in Salem and men
were punished for free thought in Boston, Santa Fe had
its own witch problem, and men were dragged through i~
streets to do public penance for offending the Church.,
E.

ECONOMIC PHASES OF PROVINCIAL LIFE

The economic life of the province was based on agri..
culture, stockraising, and a primitive commerce.
Agriculture rested solidly· on Indian foundations. The
important crops were mostly the old Indian staples such as
corn, beans, and, in certain areas, cotton. Although new
cereals and new fruits were introduced by the Spaniards,
they never took the place of the older staples. Wheat never
took the place of corn. The Indian always regarded the
new .cereals as something foreign, and even as a sign' of
their submission to a foreign race. At the time of the .
Pueblo Revolt of 1680 some of the Indian leaders demanded
that all foreign seeds and cereals be burned and that they
plant only the good old native corn and ,beans." The new
fruits, which were introduced were found mostly in the
convent orchards and vineyards or' on the estancias of some
of the soldier-citizens. Friar Garcia de San Francisco has
been given the honor of introducing the grape into New
Mexico."" Probably the most important immediate contri- .
bution of the Spanish conquest to the cultivation of the soil
was the introduction of the plow and methods of cultivation
,based on its use, rather than the int:r:oduction of new food
stuffs. ,
Stockraising was a phase of economic life made possible
by the Spanish conquest, for the horse, the cow, the domesticated sheep, and the pig were introduced by the conquerors.
At the missions and on the estancias of the Spaniards, where
62. u • • • que e] dho pope baio en persona con todos los Capittanes de la guerra
y otros muchos Yndios pregonando por los pueblos que . . . quemasBen'las Semillas qU~
Sembrauan los espafioles mandando Be semhrasse mayz y frUol que eran Semillas de sUS

antiguoB," etc. Declaration of Juan, Indian of the pueblo of Tesuque, Dec. 18, 1681:
Autos pertenecientes a el al~amiento de lOB Yndios de Ia Proua. del nuebo Mexco
••• 1681-1682. A. G. M., Provincias .Internas, Tomo 34, Exp. 2.
63. Benavides. Memorial, (Ayer, edit.), note 8, P. 205.
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they worked as da:y laborers, the Pueblos learned the prinCiples of breeding and herding. They slowly acquired a few
animals of their own and were quick to see the advantages
accruing from such possessions, although it 'is clear that the
raising of stock never had such a profound effect on Pueblo
life as it did on that of the Navahos. The Pueblos have always remained true to th~ soil, although they have learned
to use animals as adjunct to cultivation; but. for the Navahos the herding of t>heep has, in recent years, becbmealmost
it tribal profession.' In the seventeenth century the most
important herds were owned by the. mission friars and
were tended by the Pueblo herdsmen.'
Both the cultivation of the soil and the breeding of
stock 'raised definite problems of land and labor. At the
time of the conquest the Pueblos were already in possession
Of much of the best land and the best water rights. 'The
Spaniards in seeking sites for settlement and for farm iand
and range were forbidden to encroach upon the pueblos and
their communal holdings. This' was required, not only
under the general policy of the Crown which had' been
evolved for the protection of aboriginal rights'" but also in
a specific instruction to the governor of the province."" The
Spaniards found it impossible, however, to resist the temptation of good land, water, and accessible labor, and as the
non-aboriginal population slowly increased and as the encomendero :families became more and more attached to the land
8S farmers and breede!s of stock, the land question rapidly
became a major provincial problem. There was land enough;
54.
55.

Recopilaci6n, lib. iv, tit. xii, ]eyes ix, xii; lib. vi, tit, iii, Ieyes xx-xxii.
Instruction to Eulate. 1621: "Assi mismo se a entendido que lOB encomenderoB

de eaas Prouincias y otras personas tienen tambien 6US estancias de los dichos ganados cerca de lOB puebloB y sementeras de lOB indios con que leB hazen muchoB Danos
y para que no los Reciuan Dareis orden' como se panga Remedio en eato tratando de
ello con mucho cuidado y aduertiendo que las estancias de ganado mayor
an de estar apartadas por 10 menos tres leguas de los pueblos y milpas: Y la
Cauallada de los soldadoB Dareis orden que este apartada de los Dichos pueblos y
milpas .a 10 menos tres leguas excepto 10 muy for~oso que esto se Recogera de noche
Y Be ·traera trabado de dia de forma que no haga dano y no prohiuireiB' que los
Dichos indios guarden sus sementaraB y milpas. y laB de los rreligiossos antes
admitireis las\ denunciaCiones que hizieren en Razan de los Danos que Be lea ubieren
causado haziendoles JUBtica breue Y sBumariamentc."
,
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and more, for all who'needed it, except that many lands that
might have been available-and are available now-could.
not be used then because they were exposed to the attacks of
the Apaches. These nomads, sweeping down .on exposed'
herds or cultivated fields, could easily drive off hundreds of
cattle and stock or destroy corn and other grain before
any defense could be organized. Lands had to be close in.
Moreover, the estancieros liked to be near the missions in
order to have a supply of Indian labor close at hand.
The friars were quick to denounce any encroachment on
the communal holdings of the Pueblos by the estancieros,
and the land problem became a source of bitter controversy
between the civil and ecclesiastical jurisdictions. There can
be no doubt that the estancietos frequently violated both the
spirit and the letter of the general legislation and the special
instructions to the provincial governor on such matters,
and that sometimes Indian lands were deliberately occupied,
even with the consent and knowledge of the governors and
the lesser provincial officials."" As a matter of fact, some
of the governors themselves engaged in herding,"' and it was
natural that they should adopt the point of view of the lay
.community. On the other hanQ, the friars were not.invul,nerable, for at each pueblo plots of land were set aside to
be cultivated for the friar, and large herds of stock owned
by the mission shared the pueblo range. The civil authorities could not be reconciled to the fact that the Soldiers
.could not legally use the lands of the pueblos, whereas the
friars had use of both cultivable land and range. In 1639
the cabildo of Santa Fe. addressed an appeal to the viceroy
in which it was stated that the friars had more stock than
66. Friar Estevan de Perea bitterly denounced the soldiers and the governor on
this point in a letter to the Holy Office, 30 Oct., 1633. A. G. M., Inquisici6n, Tomo
380, f. 231.
57. HDizese Tambien que Vas el Dicho gouernador feneis en eSBS dichas prouineiRe aIgnnas estancias de ganados mayores. y porque a 1a obligacion vro officio y
leyes de estos Reinos no podeis tener ests grangeria· ni otras estareis aduertido de
ella para no contrauenir a 10 assi Dispuesto por Derecho so ]0 pena del." Instructicift
to Eulate. 1621. Governor Mendiziibal (165.9-1661) acquired cattle, horses, and mules,
which he grazed at the pueblo of Taos, or nearby.
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the citizens; that they had horses in plenty although some
of the soldiers had none; .that each mission friar had one
to two thousand sheep, whereas there were few laymen who
had more than a hundred. 58 The friars always defended
their use of lands 'both for cultivation and for range on three
grounds: (1) that all of their food had to be raised on the
spot and that they had the right to a certain amount of cultivable land and range on that account;· (2) that in case of
famine they frequently fed large numbers of Indians and
Spaniards from their reserves of food and livestock; and
(3) that only by exporting cattle and other livestock could
they obtain. the funds' necessary for the purchase of those
ecclesiastical 'ornaments, vestments, and other church furnishings not supplied by direct subvention from the Crown.
They always asserted also that the complaints made by the
laymen were greatly exaggerated. During the years from
1659 to 1661 this question became a major issue between the
governor and the clergy. The friars stated that the gov'ernor's policy on Indian labor and pueblo administration
had deprived them of the necessary herdsmen, and that they
had suffered a loss of more than six thousand head of stock
at fourteen pueblos. At the mission of Santo Domingo (the
ecclesiastical capital) alone the loss had been more than
one thousand"· These figures indicate either a gross exaggeration on the part of the friars with respect to their losses,
or that they actually possessed livestock in great quantity.
It :was the same old story that characterized the history
of frontier missions everywhere. The clergy took the point
of view that missionar,y enterprise came first, and that the
lay community existed for the protection and support of the
Church in the prosecution of its labors. There is much justification for this pOInt of view in: New Mexico in the seventeenth century, for the religious motive was probably the
58. Letter of the cabildo of Santa Fe to the viceroy, 21 Feb., 1639. Letters of
Roque de Cassaus and others of Santa Fe, 1639. A. G. M. Provincias InternaB, Torno
85, Exp. 5.
59. ProceBo contra Mendizabal in A. G. M., InquiBici6n, T~mo 593; ReBidencia de
Mendizabal, A. G. M., TierraB, Torno 3268.
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·primary factor in the decision to maintain the province in
·1608-1609. Nevertheless it was inevitable that the civil
population should increase and in time acquire an importance equal to or greater than that of the .missions. This
was merely the natural result of colonial expansion and even
the Crown anticipated it in its general policies on mission
administration. Although the friars were clearly within
their rights in protesting against the illegal encroachment
of the estanCias on the pueblo lands, and were inspired by a
genuine desire to protect the Indians, it is easy to understand· why the estancieros were embittered when they saw··
the friars in possession of large herds grazing on the pueblo
.ranges. Lands and water rights were at the bottom of
many a dispute between the Church and State.
The commerce of New Mexico was mere barter, for no
money circulated within the province. If standards of value
were expressed in terms of pesos, that was a mere convenience, for all buying and selling was by trade and exchange.
To say that a cow was worth four pesos merely meant'that.it
was worth four cotton mantas, for if there was any real unit
of value that actually changed hands it was the manta. This
was due, no doubt, to the fact that mantas and corn were the
articles of tribute paid .to the encomenderos by the Indians.
The corn was usually eaten, but· the mantas often became
an article of trade. If silver found its way to New Mexico
at all it was usually in the form either of plate or of bullion, and there was little of it in any form. Barter was the
basis of commerce. An Apache slave was worth four oxen;
a horse was worth two leather jackets, etc.
Intra:"provincial commerce was necessarily limited to
the exchange of a few products. The Pueblos traded among
themselves in cotton, corn, hides, meat, and salt. The turquoise was also a standard article of inter-pueblo trade.
The Apaches came to outlying pueblos, such as Pecos, to
exchange buffalo hides, meat, lard, and an occasional Quivira slave for corn, mantas, knives, and horses. Trade between the Indians and the estancieros was limited usually
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to the exchange of a few agricultural products, or to the
purchase of slaves with cattle, horses, and other livestock.
.Trade between New Mexico and New Spain was carried on even iIi the face of great difficulty. The main route
.of trade was between Parral and the Rio Grande, the same
as that followed by the mission supply caravan. A lesser:
trade route was from the middle Rio Grande to Sonora by
way of the Mimbres valley. The exports from New Mexico
were limited to a few products such a:s salt, pinon, hides,
mantas,livestock, and slaves. The imports were in part .
. luxuries and in part certain necessities that New Mexic9
could not produce. Iron and hardware of all kinds, but especially axes, hammers, saws, plow shares, keys, locks,
wagon tires, nails, and crowbars, had to be imported from
New Spain. Among the luxury goods were chocolate and
sugar, the fine leathers, boots and' shoes, linens, silks, velvets, and other articles of clothing. Guns, sabres, and powder and, ball formed another group of imports, but these
were usually furnished by. the Crown. Both the friars and
civil authorities imported .paper and ink and a few books
on law, grammar, and theology. The mission supply trains
brought medicines and a few fancy groceries for the infirmary, 'and carpets, vestments, candelabra, vessels, and altar
coveririgs for the service of the churches.
Export and import involved an expenditure of considerable capital, so that only a few persons could afford to
engage in it. Merchants of Zacatecas and Parral sometimes "staked" a trader with a supply of ,goods to be taken
to New Mexico to be exchanged for New Mexican products.
Within New Mexico there were few private individuals who'
had the capital or the necessary means of transportation to
undertake inter-provincial trading ventures. The friars and
the governors were' probably the most important exporters.
The friars exported livestock to the mines of New Biscay,
and used the proceeds in the purchase of vestments, organs,
images, and other church accessories. The governors were
able to use their official position'to accumulate supplies of

CIVIL GOVERNMENT IN NEW MEXICO

111

hides, coarse textiles, salt, and pinon, and a goodly number
of slaves to be resold in New Spain on their return. Some
even had the foresight to import supplies of hixury goods at.
the time of their arrival in' the province which they ex:'
changed for goods of local origin. Both the friars and the
governors made use of the mission supply caravan and its '
military escort for the transportation of their goods and
for protection of the trail herds. This early trade between
New Mexico and the mines of New Spain met real needs and
paid good profits. The Santa Fe trade was old long before
the days of Young, Becknell, and Armijo.

NOTES ON THE LINEAGE OF DON DIEGO DE
.VARGAS,RECONQUEROR OF NEW MEXICO
By J,.
HE

MANUEL ESPINOSA

exploits of Don Diego de Vargas, governor of New

T Mexico during the critical years 1691-1697, and again

in 1703~1704, are well known-the prodigious story of how
with a handful of men he reconquered and recolonized the
region for Spain following the bloody Pueblo Indian uprising of 1680, and its twelve succeeding years of Pueblo
,Independence; and, planted there for all time the seeds of
Spanish culture. The "De Vargas Fiesta" held each year
at Santa .Fe .brings these heroic deeds to memory. But
Vargas, the man, has remained little known. Something
of his ancestry and early life is brought together here for
the first time. The interesting lineage of Vargas is worth
recording, for his background explains much of his own
life. Persistent ransacking of the archives of Spain and
Mexico will some day reveal a fuller story.'
The history of the Vargas family of Madrid, the one
to which The Reconqueror was born, is much of the history
of Spain, for it. sent forth some of the greatest figures in the
annals of the kingdom; The family genealogy was elaborately worked out and published by Don Diego's grandson,
Diego L6pez de Zarate, ina work in two parts.entitled Breve
descripcion genealogica de la ilustre quanto antiquissima
casa de los Vargasde Madrid . . . (Madrid, 1740) .. He
1. I. am especially indebted to Senor Jose Perez Balsera for having placed at
my disposal a copy of his volume entitled Laudemus viroB gloriosoB et parenteB
nOBtroB in generatione sua (Madrid, 1931) .. as well as other data. This book, a
family genealogy privately printed by him for his children, is a mine of- documentary
material pertaining to the house of Vargas. It contains photostat;)c reproductions
of many pertinent documents. Senor,Balsera is a co-relative of Don Diego de Vargas,
and now occupies the old ancestral home in Madrid.
2. The complete title is as follows: Breve deBcripcion genealagica de la ilustre
quanta antiquisBima caBa de los Vargas de Madrid, cuyo posBeedor actual, 0 legitimo
tronco verdadero es Don Diego Joseph Lopez de Zarate Vargas Pimentel Zapata II
Lujan Ponze de Leon Zepeda Alvarez Contreras II Salinas, Marques de Villanueva,
II de la Ntw,. de Varcinaa. Capitan vivo de infanteria, agregado al eBtado mayOT de

--
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traces the family back to the noble Roman senator Lucius
Barguntus."
It is well established that 'Don Diego descended in
direct male line from the eldest of the three Vargas brothers who served under ,King Alfonso VI in the conquest of
Madrid and Toledo'in the years 1080 to 1083.. Of this same
family was the knight Juan de Vargas, wealthy landowner
of Madrid at the turn of the eleventh century, the master' of San Isidro Labrador, patron saint of Madrid. Most of his
lands wer~ in Torrelagima and Madrid, and in Eraza, near
Salam~nca. It was iri those fields between the present
bridges of Toledo and Segovia, at Madrid, cultivated by him,
that the saint performed the miracle of the spring, well.
known in Spanish tradition. The blue and white waves on
Vargas' devise represent this miracle." And among the
other miracles for which San Isidro was canonized was the
attested resuscitation of Don Juan's daughter Maria.· On
the spot where San Isidro lived with his wife Santa Maria
de la Cabeza, and where he kept his oxen, a 'shrine was built,
contiguous to the ancestral Vargas home, formerly Don
Juan's ranch house., The home and the chapel have remaine'din the family's possession to this day:'
During the Christian reconquest of Spain from the Saracen infidel, other Vargases equalled the valor of the three
3. Of the house of Vargas; Soto writes in his CaBas Bolariegas: "Among the
families' of the province of Castile, in the city of Madrid -there is a very illustrious
one named· Va:rgas. for which praise is almost offense, its nobility is so great, and 80
ancient 'that it could almost be called immemorial if it' were not for the histories that
recall its memory." (Balsera, op. cit.. 9.2.)

4. Ibid.
5. Ibid. Cf. also Vargas' device reproduced in Ralph E. Twitchell, The Spanish
ArchiveB of New Mexico. (Cedar Rapids, .1914, 2 v.), I, 64.
6. The Catholic Encyclopedia, VIII, 189.
7. This experience was not the only claim of the Vargas family to the title of
protector of saints. A century later, when Saint Francis of Assisi was travelling in
Spain, probably in the winter of 1214-1215 (ibid., VI, 224), it is known that the place
in Madrid where he was granted land on which to build a convent, near the Puerta
de Moros in the old part of the city, was Vargas property. (Balsera, 1104.)

la plaza de Cadiz, y Alferez en las realeB guardias de infanteria eBpanola de BU MageB'
tad. Dividida en dOB parteB. En la primera Be iustijiea la legitimidad del referido
Marques de ViUanueva, 11 Ber'troneo de dicha casa de Vargas. En la BeguMa Be da
una BUcinta recopilacion, de "arias noticias de las haza,ias II empleo8 de diferentes
ca"aUeroB del apeUido de Vargas. Madrid, 1740.
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brothers by memorable deeds. in the decisive Battle of Las
Navas de Tolosa in 1912, and at Jerez: Then there was
Garci Perez de Vargas, that famous captain who showed
such valor in the conquest of Cordoba in 1236, J aen in 1246,
and in all Andal usia in the service of the Saint· King Ferdinand (Ferdinand III of Leon and Castile, 1198-1252),
and who played such an important part in the capture of
Sevilla in 1248 that his name was engraved in marble with
those of Hercules, Julius Caesar, and Saint Ferdinand. This
inscription, which may still be seen on one of the gateways
to the city of Sevilla, -reads:' "Hercules built me--Julius
Caesar surrounded me with high walls and towers:....-and the
saint king conqueredme--with Garci Perez de Vargas."·
Don Diego~spaternal grandfather was Don Lorenzo
de Vargas Zapata, knight of the Order of Santiago, baptized at Madrid on May 31, 1589. He fought in Italy as
an officer in the Spanish army for fifty years. First in the
galleys of Naples; in 1611 with the Marquis of Santa Cruz
at.the Battle of Querquenes, where he jumped to shore and
fought valiantly in the front lines; in 1612 helping burn the .
ships that were attacking the fortress of La Goleta, Tunis,
and in other engagements while protecting the isles of Gozo
and Malta from the Turks; and in the' Levant with Prince
Filbert. Later he served at different times as governor and
captain of war of the principate of Citra and Basilicata, the
county of Molise, and Rijoles. In all of these posts he is
said to have accredited himself in a manner worthy of his
illustrious blood!" Don Lorenzo was the eldest of four children. His father, captain of infantry for a long time under
Philip II 'and Philip III, was also a knight of the Order of
Santiago, and his grandfather served as procurator of the
famous military order.
ll

8. Ibid.• 113.
9. "Official statement of the' consecration of the Chapel of San Isidro on .Pretfl
de Santisteban Street as a place of public worship. Madrid. October 14. 1859." in
Balsera. 113-114.
10. Jose Antonio Alvarez y Baena. Hi;os de Madrid u:u.stres e.. s....tidad. dig..idad...rm..s. cie..ci<l8 11 ..rtes (Madrid. 17789-91. 4 v.). III. 377.
11. Ibid.. II. 113.
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Among the contemporary relatives of Don Lorenzo's
paternal grandfather, and those of the generatIon just preceding, there were numbered a host of renowned Vargases:
the Don Diego's and Don Francisco's, and Don Gutierre de
Vargas. One Don Diego de Vargas, corregidor of Toro,
Spain, served loyally under King John II of Castile (14061454) in the Battle of Olmedo." His son, another Don
Diego was regidor of Madrid in the time of the Catholic
Kings; and a son of the latter, Don Diego de Vargas y
. Vivero, was a royal page of Charles V.'" To 'Don Diego de
Vargas y-Vivero was born a Don Francisco, de Vargas, who
after taking part in the conquest of Granada served as alcalde of the Alcazar or Royal Fortress at Madrid, and for
thirty years as regidor of the capital, after which he was
succeeded by his son."
Don Francisco de Vargas was held in such confidence as a councilor of the Catholic Kings and Charles V, that the
statement "Averiguelo Vargas," or "Ask Vargas," came to
be a popular saying, and even the title of plays by the great
dramatist Tirso de Molina and others. In 1520 he served
as governor of the ki:Qgdom during one of the emperor's
sojourns in Germany. He owned much property in Madrid,
including the vast grounds of the Casa de Campo across the
Manzanares River from the royal palace. These grounds
were later purchased by the king as a. country estate, and
when asked one time at court 'why he did not remove the
Vargas coat of arms from the house there, Philip II answered: "Leave them, for those of such loyal vassals look
well on the royal house.'''" His son was Don Gutierre de
Vargas, Bishop of Plasencia."
Then there was the Licentiate Francisco de Vargas, at
one time Spanish am~assador to Rome and Venice respec12.
13.
14.
cionCulo8
15.
650.
16.

Lopez de Zarate. op. cit,. 7ff.
Ibid.
Document08 del archivo general de la villa de Madrid, interpretado8 11 colecpor D. Vicente Domingo Palacio (Madrid, 1909). quoted in Balsera. 50-51.
Luis Ballesteros Robles; DicCionario biogra.fico Matritense (Madrid, 1912).
Balsera. 53,
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tively. With his secretary Alonso Zorrilla. he was one of.,
the two principal lay doctors of theology and canon law at
the Council of Trent. His principal activities inthecouncil
· were during the period from 1562 to 1563, as indicated by .
his copious correspondence with Philip II, the archbishop
of Granada, the bishop of Lerida, the Marquis of Pescara,
and other notables during this period."
Our Don Diego's paternal gr::mdmother,.Dona Antonia
de Cepeda Venegas Ponce de Leon; the wife of Don Lorenzo de Vargas Zapata, was of ancestry equal to that of her
husband in nobility. She was born in Trinidad de los
Mussos, Granada, to Captain Don Alonso Sanchez de
Cepeda, of Granada, and Dona Juana Venegas Ponce de
Leon, of Santa Fe de Bogota. Don Alonso was at that time
governor and captain general of New Granada:BThrough
her father Dona Antonia was closely related to Santa
Teresa de Jesus; the famom:! Spanish mystic and celebrated
literary figure of the Golden Age of Spanish literature.
~anta Teresa was paternal grand-niece of Don Alonso Sanchez de Cepeda's great-grandfather, and Don Alonso's paternal grandmother was the sister of the saint's paternal
· grandmother; in short, Dona Antonia and Santa Teresa
were second cousins."
On her mother's side Dona Antonia's ancestors came
· to' America with the first conquerors. Her great-grand,.
father, Don Pedro Ponce de Leon, was governor of Venezuela from 1565 to 1569.20 • His daughter Juana married
Marshall Hernan de Venegas, a Cordovan who had come to
theNew World with the men of Gonzalo Jimenez de Quesada. Venegas was one of the principal leaders in the conquest of the Chibchas. In 1554 he was victorious as the
leader of an expedition sent by Governor Luis Alonso de
17. Encyclopedia universal iluBtrada (Espasa), LXIV, 121; Balsera, op. cit., 51.
The correspondence referred to, which is in the archives at Sima~cas and the Biblioteca Nacional in Madrid, is listed in Balsera, 52-53.
18. Ibid.
19.. Cf. the genealogical chart compiled by Balaera, ibid., 135, and documents
from the National Archive, Madrid, cited' in this same work, 7-39.
20. Ibid., 45·46.
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Lugo of New Granada to pacify the bellicose Panches and
Pantayros, whose lands were believed to be rich in gold mines. .On another occasion he was sent at the head of an
army to aid La Gasca in Peru. In 1547 he was named by
all the cabildos of New Granada as delegate to Spain for
the purpose of bringing about the revocation or reform of
the laws brought by Armendariz. He succeeded in obtaining practically all that he asked for, all of which increased
his fame in New Granada. On his death he left his children
the heirs to rich encomiendas in the vicinity of Guatavita,
Sacheta, Chipasaque (now Junin) , Tausa, Chuba, and Gach:oncepa.. He is buried in the· cathedral at Sarita Fe de
Bogota." His daughter Juana was Dona Antonia's mother."
The Reconqueror, Don Diego, last male descendant in
the Vargas line, was son and heir of Captain Alonso de
Vargas Zapata .y Lujan, knight of the Order of Santiago,
and his wife Dona Maria Margarita de Contreras y Arraiz,
both of whom possessed many landed estates and ample fortunes.. Don Alonso was born in Luggera de la Puglia, in the
kingdom of Naples. In his youth he served for eight years
as a noble page to Queen Isabel, the wife of Philip IV, and
later became a soldie~, in the footsteps of many of his ancestors."" On January 6, 1641, he married Dona Maria
Margarita, who was seventeen years of age, in the Contreras chapel a~ Madrid. Her family was of a famous Segovian house, residing at Toledo.'"
.
After serving for some time in Spa'in as captain of
cavalry in the royal service, Don Alonso carne to America;
where he held a government position and where he d,ied.
Besides his military and diplomatic services he was a man
of some intellectual attainments, and on his death he left
written some twenty volumes of gene~al information ~f the
21. Encyclopedia universal iluatrada (Espasa), LXVII, 959; Diccwnarw hisf'Bno'americano (·Barcelona, n. d.), XXlI, 819; Balaera, 46-47.
.
22. Signatura £,700, Santa Fe de Bogota, 16!!!!, National Archive, Madrid, quoted
In Balsera, 45.
28. Alvarez y Baena, op. cit., I, 89; L6pe~ de Zarate, op. cit., 12.
24. Signatura 10, 641, ano 16 '4, National Archive, Madrid, printed in Balsera,
59. 61. Baptismal record of Dona Marfa Margarita de Contreras y Arraiz; record 'of .
the marriage of Don Alonzo de Vargas with Dona Marfa Margarita de 'Contreras.
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period and an interesting treatise on the tax levied on the
people of Messina by the Duke of Osuna.""
In short, this was the house of Vargas. The blood of
conquerors ran unmistakabiy in Don Diego's veins. Here
was no "swineherd of Trujillo," but rather the elite of seventeenth century Spain. In culture and refinement,indeed
on a number of other counts, Vargas the Reconqueror of
New Mexico ,reminds one. very much of Cortes' the Conqueror of Mexico., Young Vargas. could add little to the
lustre of the family name, but he could at least try to live
up to it, and this he did, even though his great wealth wouid
have permitted a life of blissful ieisure. His vast estate, the
accumulation of, centuries, included: the principal Vargas
houses at Madrid, ,on Almendro Street, bordering those of
the Count of Paredes, and an income of two thousand ducats
rent from some houses on the same street; other houses on
the Plaza Mayor; the Vargas altar, next to the main altar
in the church of San Francisco el Grande;'" the patronage
founded by Dona Ines Venegas Ponce de Leon for the purpose of marrying orphans aJ1d feeding students, with its
revenues of alcabalas from the salt works of Ocana and its
territory; the chaplaincy and patronage founded by Dona
Aldonza de Lujan. His estate also included the Vargas
palace and estate in Torrelagmia, including grain fields,
olive orchards, and arable lands; pasture grounds at Los
Garinos and vineyards in the 'town of Buytrago; two fields
and enclosures in the region of Miraflores in the Sierra
Choca and between Querica and ,Guadix; the estate in the
city of Granada; the crop lands in the neighborhood of Val
de Prelagos, Salamanca, and Torre Mocha; the estate in the
region of Camarma de Esteduela, with their olive orchards
and pigeon lofts; the estate of the Vargas family in Mexico
,

25. Alvarez y Baena. op. cit., I, 89.
26. The Vargas altar was built in the thirteenth century. It is written that
Saint Francis of Assisi selected the location wher~ it was built in gratitude toward
the Vargas, family for a special favor. (Balsera, 104). The altar was improved in
1459 and 1510. It had eleven tombs elaborately sculptured in marble, alabaster and
jasper as well as' the tombs of other descendants until the nineteenth century. (Ibid.)
98, 99.)
,
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City, comprising rents, houses, and revenues from the land.'"
Vargas the Reconqueror was born' at Madrid, Spain, on
November 8, 1643, his full baptismal name being Diego
Jose de Vargas Zapata y Lujan Ponce de Leon y Contreras." .
(He died at Bernalillo, New Mexico, in 1704, while attempting to save the sacred chalice from the burning church
which, had been set fire to by hostile Indians.)
On May 5,
1664, he married the wealthy Dona Beatriz ,Pimentel of
Torrelaguna. 30 'On February 19 of the following year was
born their only child" a daughter, Maria Isabel.31 Vargas
came to America soon after, making his residence in New
Spain. In MefCico City he left two sons,and a daughter, "not
by legitimate wife," born between the years 1680 and 1685.
Strange as it may seem, despite his family and property connections in old Spain, these three Mexican born children are
the only relatives Vargas mentions in his will, and he died'
owing four thousand pesos to the royal treasury.""
Prior to his appointment to the New Me,xico post, Var-:
gas held a ,number of responsible government positions in
New Spain. During the viceroyalty of the Marquis of Man29

27. "Inventory of the Vargas estate, September 23, 1719," quoted in Balsera, 71;
e",pediente of 1692 cited in Twitchell, Old Santa Fe, The Story of New Me",ico's
Ancient Capital (Santa Fe, 1925), 87-88, and his Spanish Archives,of New Me",ico,
II, 133.
28. E",pediente de casamiento, no. 10,461, ano 16"4, National Archive, Madrid,
printed in Balsera, 65. (Contains the baptismal record of Vargas.) Later, for his
services in New Mexico, he was rewarded with the title of Marquis of la Nava de
Barcinas or Bracinas.
29. Based on the inscription on the Vargas portrait in t)1e family chapel at
Madrid. It reads as follows: "EI Senor Don Diego de Bargas Zapata Lnjan Ponce
de Leon, Marques de la Naba de Barcinas, del' Orden de Santiago, Gobernador, Conquistador, Pa~ificador, y Capitan General del Nuebo Mejico, perdio la Vida en Compana Rasa por libertar las Vases Sagradas en el Sitio de Bernalillo, ana de MDCCIV,"
The following is an English translation: "Senor Don Diego de Vargas Zapata Lujan
Ponce de Leon. Marquis of La Nava de Barcinas, of the Order of Santiago, governor,
conqueror, pacificator; and captain-general of New Mexico; he lost his life 'in open
battle while attempting to rescne the sacred vessels at the siege of Bernalillo, the year
MDCCIV:' (For a description of this portrait cf. my article in the S~nta Fe New
Me"'ican, September I, 1934, I, 6.)
30. E",pediente de casamiento, no. 10,461, ano 1691" op. cit.. Balsera, 71~ (Repro.
duction of Vargas' marriage certificate).
.
,31. Balsera, 65, 135.
32. Twitchell, Spanish Archives of New Me"'ico, I, 304. See below, editorial
comment on this paragraph.
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cera (1665-1673) he administered. with credit the alcaldia
mayor of Teutila, in the province of Oaxaca.. And ,in the
time of the archbishop viceroy Fray Payo Enriquez Afan de
Rivera (1p73-1680), he was named justicia mayor of the
mil1ing, town of Tlalpujagua, in Michoacan. This mining
camp had almost 'been lost in 1679, at which time the deputies and miners had all fled. Vargas also served as administrator of the royal quicksilver supply during this administration. He discharged these duties so meritoriously in
the royal service that he was recommended to the viceroy
of New Spain by King· Charles II in a royal cedula of February 6, 1683, and thenceforward he was held in especia:Ily
high. esteem by all the viceroy,s. .This was especially true in
the case of the Count of Galve, who ruled during the criti:cal years of the reconquest."
88. "Restauracion del Nuevo Mexico por Don Diego de Vargas Zapata." as·
cribed to 8 religious of the province of Santo Evangelio. in the General Archive ot
the nation, Mexico City, HistoriD., ttmIQ ll; cited in Irving A. Leonard, The Mercurio
Volante of D<m Carlo. <k SigiJ.tm%4 11 GOngora (Los Angeles, 1982), 81.

FORTS ROBIDOUX· AND KIT CARSON IN
NORTHEASTERN UTAH
By ALBERT B. REAGAN
FORT ROBIDOUX
HE fjrst year-long abode of white men in Utah seems to
.
have been Fort Robidoux, which was also known as
Fort Winty or Fort Uintah. Th'is fort was established at
the Utah (Uintah) Indian village, near the present Whit~
rocks, Uintah county, Utah, in the last days of 1831. Its
owner was Antoine Robidoux, formerly of' St., Louis, and
this store was one of his chain trading posts out from Taos,
New Mexico, it being a branch of the tradingpost on the
Gunnison river, just below the Uncompahgre in westert:l
Colorado.. The post here, as well as the one in Colorado, was
on the trail from Taos to Fort Hall. The Utah fort was
also on the trail. from the upper Platte outposts to Utah Lake, in Utah. It was also located in a populous Indian
region and was well patronized. However, the information
sources concerning it are meagre, and are presented herewith so far as known. The Indians overwhelmed and completely destroyed this fort in 1844, as will be me~tioned
later.

T

THE ROBIDOUX INSCRIPTION

While going to establish this tradingpost Robidoux
mostly followed the old Spanish trail of the Escalante Expedition of '1776 into the region. Enroute he camped in
West Water Canyon, just above the present Tom Larson
ranch, over the mountains from the Uintah Basin, in Utah,
east of ·Bitter creek and the present town of Dragon, about
on the Utah-Colorado line! While in this canyon he, or' his
guide, Denis Julien, carved the famous Robidoux inscription
on a Book Cliff w1all: "Antoine Robidoux pass ic' 3-4 E, 13
1. 'Another description. gives it as twenty miles west of Fruita, Colorado, which

Is apparently the aame location.
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Novembre; 1831, pur etablire maison traitte a la ry vert ou
wyte" (Antoine Robidoux passed this way November 13,
1831, to establish a trading house on the Green or White
Riverl) .
DENIS JULIEN

It would probably not be out of place to add a note here
about this Denis Julien.
When Major J. W. Powell made his famous trips down
the Colorado river in 1869 'and 1872 he discovered that a
"D. Julien" had preceded him and left his carvings on the
canyon walls 43 years before, a man of mystery of whom
search was made even at the Vatican in Rome, it being believed that he had possibly been a missionary of the Catholic Church in these parts.
.
On August 6, 1930, the writer found a carving on "Inscription Rock," east of the Uintah river, east of Mrs. Daniels' place, about halfway between Fort Duchesne and'
Whiterocks, near where the Robidoux fort of the early
trapping days was located, which reads, "Denis Julien,
1831." This led to investigations which brought out the
following concerning this man' of mystery.
It is found that he either acted as guide for Robidoux
or accompanied his trading expedition to the Uintah Basin
in 1831, leading that same year to the establishing of Fort
Robidoux (also called Fort Ui~tah or Winty, as previously
noted), near the present Whiterocks. It would therefore
seem that he made, the' carving' on' the rock near. M;rs.
Daniels' place sometime in December of that year (1831).
The records of the St. Louis Cathedral as to births and
deaths and baptisms give entries concerning this man's
family as follows:

Julien, Marie J os., born May 5, 1793, daughter
of Denis Julien and Cath. (Indian), baptized April
15, 1798. Julien, Pierre Paschal, 18 mos. old, same
parents, baptized October 25, 1801. Julien, Etienne,
5 years old, same parents, baptized October 21,
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1804. Julien, Paschal, 9 years old, son of Denis
Julien and Cath. (Indian), buried Feb. 3, 1809.
,

Denis Julien was one of many French Canadians of St.
Lou~s and made a business of trapping and trading ,with
the Indians. In 1807, he was granted a license to trade with
the "Sioux and Iowas" in the superintendency of Louisiana.
This license was renewed in 1810, with Pierre Choteaux as
surety.
In 1800 Denis Julien and his brother Etienne volunteered "for service in Louisiana," in an artillery company
organized by Gov. William Clark,and captained by Benjamin
O'Fallon. Next we find in the old papers on file in the St.
Louis library an order for !'358 barrels of lead" belonging to
Denis Julieri, which is being shipped by Antoine Busebois
to William Clark, on Mr. Wilson's barge. We next find the
Robidoux inscription near Fruita, Colorado, which Denis
Julien probably carved for Robidoux, of the date of November 13, 1831; and then his own inscription on "Inscription
Rock," of the, same year. His name appears twice on thi~
rock, at one place with the name "Larva or Jarva," probably
the name of another trapper.
'
After 1831 there is no further notice of this man until
he took a journey down the Green-Colorado river in 1836.
Here he carved his name as "D. Julien" on the rock walls at
five different places, as seen by Powell; one near the lower'
end of Cataract Canyon; one on' the east side of Labyrinth
Canyon, about half way around "Bowknot Bend," of the
date of "16 Mai"; the Hell Roaring inscription, of the date
of "3 Mai"; one on the right wall of Stillwater Canyon, four
miles above the mouth of Green river; and another in the
upper end of Cataract Canyon, all dated "1836." The last
. inscription is dated "16 Mai, 1836," and it is supposed that
he actually tried to navigate the dangerous rapids of Cataract Canyon and that he lost his life in those swirling
waters.
2

2, Probably the Stephen Julien who rendered such good service as guide to
Maj. S. H. Long's expedition in 1820.
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We 'shall now have various accounts of trips to Fort
Robidoux.
THE KIT CARSON STORY

The Carson story is here given with corrected 'dates
as supplied by Miss Blanche Grant, since Carson was dic. tating from memory.
We arrived at Taos in October 1832 [1833],' disposed
of [our] beaver for a· good sum, and everything of mountain life was forgotten for the present.
'
At Taos, I found Captain Lee [Stephen Louis Lee] of
the U. S. A., a partner of Bent and St. Vrain., He purchased
goods to trade with the trappers. I joined him, and in
the latter part of the month of November we started for
the mountains to find trappers.
We followed the old Spanish trail to California till we
strllck White river, took down White river till we struck
Green river, crossed Green river to Winty [Uintah], one of
its tributaries. There we found Mr. Robidoux. He had a
party of some twenty men that were trapping and trading."
The snow was now commencing to fall and we con, cluded to go into 'winter quarters. We found a place that
answered every purpose on the mouth of the Winty. We
passed a very pleasant winter and in' March we heard of
Mr. Fitzpatrick and Bridger being on Snake river. During
the winter a California Indian of Robidoux's party ran off
with six animals-some of them worth two hundred dollars
per head. Robidoux came to me and requested that I pursue him. I spoke to Captain Lee and he informed me that
I might use my pleasure. There was a Ute village close by;
I got one of the Indians to accompany me. . We were furnished with two fine animals and took the trail the runaway
. had taken down the river, pis object being to make California.
When traveling about one hundred miles the animal of
the Indian gave out. He would not accompany me further,
but I was determined not to give up the chase. I continued'
in pursuit and in 30 miles I overtook the Indian with the
8. Escalante and modern geographers considered the Uintah to be an affluent of
the Duchesne, while all the intervening writers and explorers considered the Uintah
the main stream and the Duchesne its affluent. This explains many of the points
which have puzzled investigators.
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horses. Seeing me by myself [he] showed fight. I was
under the necessity of killing him, recovered the horses and
. returned on my way to our camp, and arrived in a few days
.without any trouble.
Some trappers came to our camp and informed us that
Fitzpatrick and Bridger were on Snake river encamped.
In March [1834] we struck out for the purpose of finding
their camp. In fifteen 'days we found their camp.
.
Kit Carson and a Mr. Thompson passed the winter of .
1837-1838 at Fort Davy Crockett (Fort Misery, Fort de
Misere), between. sixty and sixty-five miles northeast of
Fort Robidoux, in Brown's Hole. near our Whiterocks. At
that time the place was owned by Messrs. Thompson, Gray,
and Sinclair. Thomas J. Farnham and Dr. F. A. Wislizenus
we~e also there in 1839, t~enty men being at this fort at this
time.
THE VISIT OF WILLIAMS AND

S~OE

Mr. Robidoux was still doing business at Fort Uintah
(Fort Robidoux) in 1842, as is shown by the journals of
Joseph .Williams and· Rufus Sage next quoted, and Captain
Fremont indicates Robidoux's presence in that region until
the fort was destroyed.
We are now [July 10, 1842]. on the head of the Winty
river, down which we pursued our journey towards Robedeau's Fort. About two miles of our journey was almost
impassable for the brush, and the logs arid rocks. Then we
got out of the mountains into a prairie and reached the fort
about 2 :00 o'clock.

Starvation among the Indians
We had to wait there for Robedeau about eighteen days,
till he and his company and horsedrivers were ready to
start with us to'the United States. This delay was very
disagreeable to me, on account of the wickedness of the
people,' and the drunkenness and swearing, and the debauchery of the men among the Indian women.. They would
buy and sell them to one another. One morning I heard a
terrible fuss, because two of their women had run away the
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night before. I tried several times to preach to them; but
with ·little, if any effect.
.
'
Here I heard the mountain men tell of the miserable
state of the Indian root-diggers. Numbers of them would
be found dead from pure starvation; having no guns to kill
game, with, and poor shelters t() live in, and no clothing except some few skins. These creatures have been known,
when pressed with hunger, to kill their children and eat
them; and to gather up crickets and ants and dry them in
the sun, and pound them into dust and make bread of the
mixture to eat. These creatures when traveling in a hurry,
will leave their lame and 'blind to perish in the wilderness.
Here we have a striking example of the depravity of the
heathen in their natural state. I was also told here, of a
Frenchman, who lived with an Indian woman, and when
one of his children became burdensome, he dug a grave and
buried it alive! At another time he took one of his children
and tied it to a tree, and called it a "target" and shot and
killed it.
Trappers' Use of Squaws
Mr. Rubedeau had collected several of the Indian
squaws and young Indians, to take to New Mexico, and kept
some of them for his own use! The Spaniards would buy
them for wives. This place is equal to any I ever saw for
wickedness. The French and the Spaniards are all Roman
Catholics, but are as wicked men, I think, as ever lived. No
one who has not, like'me, witnessed it, can have any idea of
their wickedness. Some of these people at the Fort are fat
and dirty, and idle and greasy.
July 27th we started from Rubedeau's. Fort, over the
Winty river, and next crossed Green and White rivers. Next
night we lay on Sugar Creek: the water of which was so
bitter we could scarcely drink it. Here two of Rubedeau's
squaws ran away, and we' had to wait two days until he
could send back to the Fort for another squaw, for company
for him:
The Sage journal is as follows:"
4.
Bitter creek, about forty.five miles southeast of Ouray, Utah.
5. Joseph Williams, Tour of Oregon. (1845).
6. Rocky Mountain Life; or, Startling Scenes and Perilous Adventures in the
Far West. By R';'fus B. Sage, 1841-1844: 'See alBo J. 'Cecil Alter, Utah the Storied
Domain: vol. 1 (1932).'
'
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A small party from a trading establishment· on the
waters of Green river, who had visited Taos for the procurement of a fresh supply of goods were about to return,
and I availed myself of the occasion to make one of their
number.
On the 7th of October [1842] we were under way." Our
party consisted of three Frenchmen and five Spaniards,
under the direction of a man ";named. Roubideau, formerly
from St. Louis, Mo. Some eight pack mules, laden at the
rate of two hundred and fifty pounds each, conveyed a
quan~ity of goods; these headed by a g\lide, followed, in
Indian file, and the remainder of the company, mounted on
horseback, brought up the rear.
Crossing the Del. Norte, we soon after struck into a
large trail bearing a westerly course;. following which,· on
the 13th instant, we crossed the main ridge of the Rocky
Mountains by a" feasible pass at the south~rn extremity of
the Sierra de Anahuac range, and found ourselves upon the
waters of the Pacific.
Six days subsequent, we reached Roubideau's Fort, at
the forks of the Vintah, having passed several large streams
in our course, as well as the two principal branches which
unite to form the Colorado. This being the point. of destina.:.
tion, our journey here came to a temporary close.
Roubideau's Fort is situated on the right bank of the
Uintah ... The trade of this post is cond!1cted principally
with the trapping parties frequenting the Big Bear, Green,
Grand, and Colorado rivers, with their numerous tributaries, in search of fur-bearing game.
A small business is also carried on with the Snake and
Utah Indians living in the neighborhood of the establishment. The common articles of dealing are horses, with
beaver, otter, deer, sheep, and elk skins, in barter for amunition, fire-arms, knives, tobacco, beads, awls, etc.
The Utahs and Snakes afford some of the largest and
best finished sheep and deer skins I ever beheld-a SIngle
skin sometimes being amply sufficient for common sized
pantaloons. These skins are dressed so neatly as frequently
to attain a snowy whiteness, and possess the softness of
velvet.
They may be purchased for the trifling consideration of
eight or ten charges of amunition each, or two or three awls,
or any other thing of proportional value. Skins are very
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. abundant in these parts, as the natives, owing to the scarcity
of buffalo, subsist entirely upon small game, which is found
in immense quantities. This trade is quite profitable. The
articles procured so cheaply, when taken to Santa Fe a:nd
. the neighboring towns, find a ready cash market at prices
ranging from one .to two dollars each . . . '
CAPTAIN JOHN C. FREMONT

In 1844 and 1845, Captain John C. Fremont visited the
Uintah Basin in which Fort Robidoux was located, accord~ng
to U. S.Commissioner John R. Bartlett's Map of the West
of 1850, 1851, 1852 and 1853; and his Map of the West also
shows "Fremont's Route 1843'~ through Fort Uintah (Robidoux) . The maps, however, do not agree, as the route of
1845 on the first map is the. route of 1843 on the second.
The route of 1843 seems, however, to have missed Fort Robi- .
doux, as it was down Beaver river.:.-the usual trappers'
route to the mouth of Weber river. The route of 1844 shows
him going eastward from Utah Lake by way of Fort Robi-·.
doux.on his way out of the region. Extracts from his journal are presented herewith:'
Turning our faces once more eastward [after having
spent three days at Utah Lake] on the morning of the 27
[of May, 1844] we left the Utah Lake, and continued for two
days to ascend the 'Spanish Fork .. ~ We descended by a
narrow ravine, in which was a rapidly gathered little branch
of the Uintah.
The next day we descended along the river, and about
noon reached a point where three forks came together ...
We camped at evening on another tributary to the Uintah,
called the Duchesne Fork ... the name it bears is probably
that of some old French trapper.
.
June 1. We left today the Duchesne Fork, and after
traveling over a broken country for about sixteen miles,
arrived at noon at another considerable branch, a river of
great velocity, to which the trappers have improperly given
the name Lake Fork. The name applied to it by the Indians
7. Rep<>rt of the E",plorinu E",peditwn to the Rocky Mountains in the year 18~:e.
and to OTegrm and North California in the years 18~8-18~~. ·By Brevet Captain J. C.
·Fremont.
.
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signifies great swiftness, and is the same which they use to
express the speed of a race horse ... Continuing our route
across a broken country. of which the higher parts were
rocky, and well timbered with cedar, and the lower parts
covered with good grass, we reached, on the afternoon of the
3d, the Uintah [Robidoux] Fort, a trading post belonging
to a Mr. A. Roubideau, on the 'principal fork of the Uintah
river. We found the stream nearly as rapid and difficult
as the Lake Fork; divided into several channels, which were
too broad to be bridged. With the aid of guides from the
fort, we succeeded with great difficulty, in fording it, and
camped near the fort, which is situated a short distance
above the junction' of the two branches which make the
river. .. '
,
It was a motly. garrison of Canadians and SpanIsh
engages and hunters, with the usual number of Indian
women. We obtained a small supply of sugar and coffee,
with some dried meat and a cow, which was a very acceptable change from the pinali on which we had subsisted for
some weeks past. I strengthened my party at this place
'by the addition of Auguste Archambeaux, an excellent voyageur and hunter, belonging to the class of. Carson and
Gody.
On the morning of the 5th we left the fort and the
Uintah river. (This fort was attacked and taken by a band
of Utah Indians since we passed it; and the men of the garrison killed, the women carried off. Mr: Robidoux, a trader
of St. Louis, was absent, and so escaped the fate of the
rest.) After marching 25 miles, we were again checked by
another stream, called Ashley's Fork, where we were detained until noon th~ next day.
.
Halting at Brown's Hole on June 7th, the Fremont
party passed on eastward.
Marcus A. Whitman, with Dr. Lovejoy, Oregon Protes. tant missionaries, spent a few miserable days in northern
Utah, because of the terrible weather, part of which was
at Fort Winte (Robidoux, or Uintah), about October 18-20,
1842.
Fort Robidoux (Fort Winty, or Uintah) is said by the
Uintah Indians to have been on Big Tom's allotment, about
a mile and a. half east of the present Whiterocks post office
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and the Uintah Boarding school. An old dugout, near there,
is also said to be where Kit Carson traded with the Indians
when he visited, the fort in 1833-34. John Harmes now owns
(runs) Big Tom's allotment; while Ignacio Tom lives on it.
FORT KIT CARSON

In Kit 'Carson'saccount of his trip to what is now the
Uintah Basin in northeastern Utah for the purpose of trad,.
ing with Fort Robidoux, near the present Whiterocks, he
states: "The snow was now commencing to fall and we concluded to go into winter quarters [winter of 1832-33]., We
found a place that answered every purpose on the mouth of
the Winty ..." It is therefore evident that his quarters for
that winter were somewhere in the vicinity of Ouray (Utah)
at the junction of Green, White and Winty (Uintah) rivers,
the latter now being called the Duchesne in its lower course.
We looked for this winter fort and found it, now reduced to wall mounds, in the woods on the east side of
Green river, about a mile opposite (southeast of) the mouth
of the Duchesne, the then Winty river.
The writer's attention was first called to this fort-:building by Wallace Stark and C; A. Broome of Ouray, Utah, the
latter also stating that' there are the remains in ground-plan
mounds, of a similarly built fort-building, on the east side
of Green river, some miles farther to the southward down
the river. W. J. Willes; an employee of the Daly hotel at
203 Broadway, Salt Lake City, also told the writer that when
he was wrangling cattle on the range in these parts in 1873
he saw the two forts above, and that they were reduced to
wall mounds as they are now. Who occupied the south fort
can not even be conjectured at this time.
The fort-building which is here named "Fort Kit Car:"
son," is laid off in an approximately north-south direction.
Its east and west walls are about 95 feet in length each, and
the north and south walls 78 feet each. Outside the inclosure but connected with the fort wall were two bastions
(towers), which like the walls were made of earth (adobe).
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~nd judging from the, mounds, must have been quite a bit
higher than the fort.
One of these towers abutted the southwest corner so
'that it controlled ,the south and west sides of the fort, its
mound now being 22 feet in an east-west direction and 16
feet in a north-south direction. The other bastion, whose
mound is now 18 feet in an east-west direction and a little
over 15 feet in a northeast-southwest direction, abuts the
notheast corner of the fort so that it controlled the east and
north sides of that edifice.'
Some distance south of the fort inclosure ther'e are also
the'remains ofa wall which conjecturally was constructed
so as not to give room for ramming of the main wall in
battering-ram fashion, with pole ends, should the place be
attacked. Withip the inclosure there was a tier of rooms on
both the east and west sides, with a plaza between.
It would seem from records at hand that Kit Carson,
during this winter (1832-33) occupied the same site as that
of Sta. Serafina, which is given in Bulletin No. 870 of the
United States Geological Survey as occupying this site.
It might be well to add that Antoipe Robideaux, who
then had Fort Winte near ,the present Whiterocks in the
Uintah Basin, Utah, at that time jointly occupied this fort
with Kit Carson in the winter of 1832-33.
After Kit Carson's time this same fort was occupied by ,
the Hudson Bay people and exactly what happened during
their occupancy is yet not clear. This much, however, is
certain, that there was friction between it and the American
Fur Company. At that time the Hudson Bay people had
a boathouse at a landing on the island southwest of the
mouth of the Duchesne River and across the river about due
west of the fort, from a notice which was seen in some publication, a record of which was not made at the time. There
is also a record that there was ~n attempt to capture the
horses belonging to this fort, presumably by the American
Fur Company people-some records seem to indicate that
Robideaux's people were the ones who attempted to cap-
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ture the H. B. Company's horses, and the horses were run
into the plaza to save them from falling into their hands.
A further note on this fort location and troubles that
arose over its occupancy by the Hudson Bay people is given
by Harrison C. Dale: s
... The Hudson's Bay Company at a later period [later
than Ashley's 'visit in 1825 and Robideaux's establishing
Fort White in 1831] undertook to penetrate this country [of
the Uintah]. Sir William Dummond Stewart in a letter to
William L.Sublette, dated Head of Blue Fork, August 27,
1838, writes; "The H. B. Company have established a fort
on the Winty [Uinta] and Andy's people [the men in the
employ of Andrew Drips, agent of the American Fur Company] will be driven from there, if the government does not
take some steps." Sublette Mss., Carton 12, Missouri Historical Society.
'
8.

Th. Ashley Smith E",plorations. and Th. DiscO'l1t;TfJ of a C""tral Rout. to th<r
'

Pacific, 18S!-!'., (A. H. Clark Company), 162, footnote.

COLONEL BUELL'S. EXPEDITION INTO
MEXICO IN 1880
, By COLONEL MARTIN L. CRIMMINS
HE disruption of our Indian policy caused by the Civil
War left an aftermath of murders and misery in our
Southwest.
The Mescalero Apaches had been rounded up by Colonel
Kit Carson in 1863 and placed on the Bosque Redondo Reservation, near Fort Sumner in east central New Mexico.
Then through the criminal stupidity of our State Depart-'
ment a more,powerful, unfriendly tribe, the Navajoes, were
put on the same reservation. It was like putting a bunch of
cats in a cage and adding a pack of dogs. In 1864 the agent .
reported that sixty-four of the Navajos. had been killed by'
the Apaches in two fights.
By 1867, all the Mescaleros had left 'the reservation to
go on the warpath in New Mexico, Texas, and Mexico. We
caused what we planned to prevent. General John Pope,
c~mmanding the Department of the Missouri, reported by
name twenty-two people killed and three thousand head of
livestock stolen by Indians.
In February 18H, La Paz and a small band of Mescaleros came to Fort Stanton, New Mexico, and sued for peace
and were put on the Mescalero Reservation nea~by.
In 1874, W. D. Crothers, their Indian agent, reported
that white thieves were stealIng Indian ponies.. This was in
the country soon to be made famous by Billy the Kid and
his outlaws. A band of citizens attacked an Indian camp
one night near the' Pecos and killed the men, women, and
children: The sale of bad liquor to the Indians' by white
traders kept trouble stirred up.
Victorio, .with his Waqn Spring Apaches, was on the
Ojo Caliente Reservation about sixty-five miles south of San
Marcial and Fort Craig, New Mexico. In March 1877, they
133
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were disa:r:medand were being moved to San Carlos Reservation.'. They soon broke loose and again went roaming.
On March 15, 1879, S. A. Russell; the' Indian agent on the
Mescalero Reservation, found Victorio and his Warm
Spring Apaches camped on his reservati'on.
Shortly afterwards they went on the warpath and this
time they were joined by about two hundred and fifty Mes'caleros. They left a trail of biood that~ it is said, cost four
hundred lives among the Americans and Mexicans. General
Pope reported seventy-three citizens killed in this outbreak,
with the name and date in most cases. W. W. Mills, in his
Forty Years -at El Paso wrote on September 24, 1880, as
follows about .Victorio: "Considering the number of his
braves, he is the greatest commander, white or red, who ever
roamed these plains. For' more than a year he has outmaneuvered our officers with six times his number and all
the appurtenances of war and when he has not out-generaled them, he has whipped them."
During this period the Military Department of Texas
was divided into five sub-districts, one of which, the -district of the Pecos, lay in "West Texas" and included Forts
Concho, Davis, Stockton, and Griffin. It was commanded
,by Colonel B. H. Grierson (mentioned below) who in the
summer of 1880 successfully repelled Victorio and his band,
driving them from the Big Bend country back into Mexico~
The stage was then set for the closing scene in the drama
of the Apache chief Victorio:
1. See John P. Clum, "Geronimo," in. NEW MEX. HIST, REV.. III,' 1-40, for an
account of this transfer.
2. Carl C. Rister gives an excellent account of the Texan phase in the operations
01 this Bummer in his chapter on uThe Victoria War," in The Southwestern Frontier,
1865-1881, but he barely alludes to the New Mexico phase, which is here described.
On the other hand, as will be seen, Colonel Buell correctly represents Grierson as coo.
operating in the Big Bend country by keeping the Apache fugitives. out of that part of
the frontier.
George Pearson Buell was a native of Indiana and served with distinction as a
commissioned officer dui-ing the Civil War; In 1866 he was appointed lieutenant
colonel of the 29th Infantry, and in 1869 was transferred to the 11th Infantry. ·In
March. 1879, he was made colonel of the 15th Infantry. in which position he served
until ,his death on May 31, 1883.
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The following report of Colonel Buell shows what steps
were taken by ,our troops in New Mexico to apprehend Victorio and his Indians. I have not seen it published before,
and it was in manuscript when I saw it in the Old Files
Section of the Adjutant General's Office.

Extracts from Report of Colonel George P. Buell, 15th
Infantry, Commanding Post of Fort Stanton,
New Mexico, Dated November 20,1880:
About September 15th" arrangements had, been com. pleted with Colonel Terrazas and Chihuahua authorities for
a movement into Mexico, as will be hereafter shown. Instructions were sent Captain Beyer: at EI Paso, to hold
himself and command in readiness to move west on his back
trail to the Eastern Potrillo Mountains, near the line, and
there take up the Indian trail, making a night march the
night of the 23rd September-notifying him that Maney'
with his scouts would move south into Mexico from a point
in the West P.otrillo Mountains, and that the Cummings and
Knight's Ranche commands would be concentrated· at PalomasLake' early the morning of the 24th,' and that General Carr's command· would be in the vicinity of Bocco
Grando [Boca Grande] Pass the same day. Each
column was furnished a number of citizen scouts, for the
8. Charles D. Beyer wae born in New York but enlisted from Louisiana in the
reguiar army in 1858. He served with the 1st Infantry and at the close of the Civil
War was 2nd lieutenant of the 81st U. S. colored Infantry. In June, 1867, he wae
commissioned captain in the 41st Infantry; ";'ae transferred in November 1869 to the
24th Infantry, and in January 1871 to the 9th Cavalry. He was dismissed from the
service in 1884, and died in 1898.
.
4. James Allison Maney wae a native of Tennessee and graduated from 'the
U. S. Military Academy in July 1878: Assigned to the 16th Infantry as 2nd lieutenant in June 18,77, he wae soon transferred to the 15th Infantry. His promotion to
a first lieutenancy (23 Sept., 1885) wae subsequent to the time of this expedition.
5. Palomas is, 12 miles south of Columbus, N. M., where the punitive expedition
under General Pershing camped on March 15, 1916-their first in Mexico.
.
6. Eugene Asa Carr was at this time colonel of the 6th Cavalry (commissioned
29 April.. 1879) and was not promoted to the rank of brigadier general until 19
July 1892, but he was at this time a brevet brigadier general from his service in the
Civil War. Born in New York, he graduated at West Point iIi September 1846. His
1Irst commission was as Ii 2nd lieutenant with the Mounted Rifles (1 July 1850) and
his record until his retirement (15 Feb., 1893) was one of long and distinguished
. service. He receiycd numerous citations for bravery during the Civil War. Somewhat
after this expedition he was commanding officer of the Department of New Me~ico
(1888-1890) and his cavalry accoutrements are a prized possession of the Historical
Society at Santa Fe.
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purpose of communicating daily with me, and for the purpose of cutting any trails between the Rio Grande and the
Bocco Grando Pass, should Victorio attempt to pass north by
scattering his command while my whole command would be
' .
moving south. .
It should be understood that the only fear I had in
making the move into Old Mexico was that Victorio would
double on me, and slip North with his whole command, and
turn up probably in the Black Range: while my command
would be in the Guzman s or Santa Maria Mountains: in
Old Mexico. This was the fear not only of the citizens,
whose confidence I then had, but also of the officers of the
9th Cavalry, who had already had an experience of a year
with Victorio. Consequently,' to prevent this from occurring without my knowledge, I employed a number of the
best posted citizen scouts, to advance with each column,
by which means I not only kept in daily communication with
the whole command, but could detect early any attempt of
Victorio to move North, by' cutting his trails.
An agreement was made, as I supposed, between Terrazas, Carr, and myself, that Carr's command should be at
Bocco Grando Pass the morning of the 24th of September,
that the Cummings and Knight's Ranch command should be
at Palomas. Lake early the morning of the 24th, or before,
and that Maney's and Beyer's command should be on the
line, ready to make night marches into Mexico, the night of
the 23rd, communicating with me by courier at Palomas
Lake the morning of the 24th, .thence moving towards the
.lower end of Guzman Lake, Beyer following the trail which
was supposed led in that direction.
,
The 19th of September, my supply-train was started
from Cummings, under charge of Capt.. Hartz,'· 15th In~
fantry; on the west side of the Florida Mountains,U via
Cow and Curracilla Springs, to. Lake Palomas, in MexicoCaptain Hartz having orders to report at Cow Springs to
7. The Black Range is 50 miles north of Deming•. N. Mex.
8. Guzman is 40 miles south of Columbus, N. Mex.
. 9. Sa'nta Maria is 60 miles south of Columbus.
10. Wilson Tweed Hartz, a native of Pennsylvania. received several brevets for
Civil War service. In 1866 be was assigned as a 2nd Iieutena~t to the 15th Infantry;
was made a 1st Ii~utenant the next year, and captain from 23 August, 1877. He
rose to the rank of lieutenant colonel before his retirement, 31 May 1900.
11. The Florida Mountains are 10 miles southeast of Deming.
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Captain Theaker,12 whose command, about 70 strong, had
been ordered to move by that route: The supply-train was
sent by this route on account of the water supply. The 15th
Infantry command at Cummings; about ,80 strong, was
started the 20th of September, via the east side of the Floridas, under the command of Maj or Osborne,'" 15th Infantry;
this command carried with it a water-wagon I had had constructed, with a capacity of more than 400 gallons. About
noon of the 21st, I left Cummings, via the east side of the
Floridas, with the Cavalry command of Cummings, composed of 9th Cavalry Battalion, under Colonel ,Durley,"
.numbering about 100, and the 4th Cavalry battalion, under
Major Noyes," numbering about 109. The evening of the
23rd, I arrived with Cavalry command at lower end of the
Floridas where it was supposed we would find tanks of
water. Failing in this, it became necessary to make a
night march, which brought me with the Cavalry to Polomas Lake about 6 o'clock the morning of the 23rd,' ahead
of time, finding Major Osborne already there with the Infantry command.
The morning of the 24th found every American com:'
mand in place, ex'cept, perhaps, General Carr's column,
which should have been at Bocco Grando Pass, as I understood.. His advance scouts, under Lieut. Mills,'6 of the 12th
12. Hugh Albert Theaker served in the Civil War from Ohio as an officer of
the 16th Infantry. Promoted. to a captaincy in 1864, he was transferred 'in 1866 to
the 34th Infantry, and in 1869 he was again assigned to the 16th Infantry. with which
he was at this time. Before his' retirement (11 .Aug., 1898) he had risen toa
colonelcy.
13. Nathan Ward Osborne, native of Massachusetts, also served in the Civil
War with distinction.' He became a lieutenant colonel in 1882, and a colonel in
1888. His death occurred 30 Jan., 1895.
. 14. Nathan A. M. Dudley, native of Massachusetts, received several citations during the Civil War. He was later assigned to the Cavalry branch of the service and
at this time was lieutenant colonel of the 9th Cavalry, stationed at Fort Cummings,
N. Mex. He was retired on 20. !\ugust, 1889.
15. Henry Erastus Noyes. native of Maine, entered West l'oint from Massa..
chusetts and graduated in 1857. He was a 2nd lieutenant of the 2nd Dragoons in
1861 and later served with the 2nd Cavalry, rising to the rank of captain (25 Jan.;
1865). He was made major, 4th Cavalry 14 June, 1879)-the commission which he
held at this time. He later rose to the rank of colonel and was retired 16 Nov., 1901.
16. Stephen Crosby Mills, native of New York, entered West Point from Illinois, graduating in 1873. He was a .2nd lieutenant 12th Infantry from 30 June,
1877. He became a 1st lieutenant in 1884, and by subsequent promotions rose to a
colonelcy in 1903. In 1890 he received a brevet for gallantry in action against
Indians in the San Andres Mountains, N. Mex. (7 Apr., 1880) and in the Las Animas
Mountains, N. Mex. (28 Apr., 1882.)
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Infantry, reported to me th~ night of the 24th, on Carali-tas 17 River, south of Polomas Lake. Lieut. Mills, however, '
could not tell me the whereabouts of Gen. Carr and Command. Scouts w'ere sent, but failed to reach him~, for
reasons best known to himself. Gen. Carr failed to join me
in Old Mexico. At Polomas Lake I received couriers from,
both Beyer and Maney, and found Capt. Theaker, of the
Knight's'Ranche command, and supply-train most prompt
and on time. Through information received from my citizen scouts, it soon. became evident that Victorio likewise had
scouts watching our movements. It likewise became evident that he was surprised with the knowledge that we had
entered' Mexico, as was afterwards shown by his signs and
trails. Instead of attempting to move north between my
columns, he changed the course of the band pursued by
Beyer into the Candelaria Mountains,lR and moved' such
portions of his band as were camped near Guzman into the
Candelaria Mountains likewise. On approaching Guzman
Lake, the 25th, my command was joined by Maney's scouts.
I delayed my command part of a day at Guzman Springs;
and one whole day at Santa Maria' Springs, ,waiting for
Carr.
Being fully satisfied, from information received by
means of citizen scouts, that Victorio ,had fled with his
whole command, to th~ South and East, I starte~ Captain,
Jack Crawford, chief of Scouts, from Santa Maria Springs,
with three citizen scouts selected by himself, to -proceed eas~
northeast, via Capt. Beyer's camp, far toward the Rio
Grande, to cut any trails, fearing Victorio would attempt to
turn Beyer's left 'flank, passing north near to and west of
Paso del Norte. I also sent dispatches to EI Paso, asking that
the line of the, Rio Grande might be watched closely, and
likewise to Gen. Grierson:" who was watching a portion of
the Rio Grande line, and who was prepared to aid me all he
could under his orders, and that any information of Victorio's attempt to move in that direction might be furnished
me promptly. 'From this point I also sent dispatches to
Terrazas, believing we would get a fight with Victorio in
17. Corralitos.
18. The Candelaria Mountains are 60 miles 'south of EI Paso.
19. Benjamin H. Grierson, native of Pennsylvania. entered the Civil War from
minois, receiving several citations for gallantry. On 28 July, 1866, he became colonel
of tbe 10th Cavalry and so served ,until April, 1890. He' was commanding officer for
the Department of New Mexico 1886-1888, just prior to General Carr.
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the Candelaria Mountains, some sixty miles south of east,
I also sent orders to Captain Beyer to send scouts forward,
if' possible, into the Candelaria Mountains by night, on the
trail he was pursuing, and notifying him that I would enter
the' Candelaria Mountains the night of the 29th, with Cavalry command and scouts, pursuing the Indian trail from
Guzman and Santa Maria through the Santa Maria Mountains and across San BIas Plain. When Captain Beyer was
about preparing to comply with these orders, his whole herd
was stampeded by the carelessness of an inexperienced sentinel firing his gun in the night at an imaginary Indian,
while the animals were all sleeping. This, of course, left
his command afoot. He was at once ordered to cache his
property; to send a sufficient number of men and scouts after
the stampeded stock, and to carry out his original orders
with the remainder of his command, on foot. The stock thus
stampeded was afterwards recovered, with the exception of
a few animals, and so likewise was th,e cached property.
This accident, of course, broke down Captain Beyer's command as an effective force, and it became necessary to send
Lieut. Goodwin 20 back with a,few men and scouts to gather
up the scattered property, etc.
The 28th, at Santa Maria Springs, I cut loose with the
Cavalry and 30 Infantry volunteers, under Lieut. Cornish;"'
and Thurston,~ of the 15th and 16th Infantry, and the packtrain, with as mapy days' rations as it was possible to carry.
Sending, the Infantry column and supply-train, under the
command of Major Osborne, up the Santa Maria River, via,
OJo Caliente," Carazal," San Jose,"", to EI Lucero," I
20. Millard Fillmore Goodwin, native of New York, was appointed to West Point
from Arizona and graduated in 1867. 'He was 2nd lieutenant 9th Cavalry, from 14
June, 1872; 1st lieutenant from 4 Apr., 1879; and regimental quartermaster from 1
Jan., 1881 to 1 May, 1883. He resigned from the service the following August..
21. Georg~ Anthony Cornish, native of Alabama, graduated from West Point in
1869. He was 2nd lieutenant, 15th InfantrY, from 13 June, 1873, and 1st lieutenant
from 25 Jan., 1876-the commission held at this time.
.
22. 'Walter Alonzo Thurston, native of Alabama, was in the class of 1875 at '
West Point and became II. 2nd lieutenant, 16th Infantry, on 18' June, 1879, only a
few months before this campaign.
23. Ojo Caliente, 90 miles south of El Paso:
24. Carrizal, whcre on June 21, 1916, Capt. Charlcs T. Boyd, 1st Lieut. Henry R.
Adair, and six men of Troop' C, 10 Cavalry, were killed, four were wounded and clght
takcn prisoners. Troop K lost four killed, one officer and six men wounded. fifteen
prisoners.
25. San J 08e de Patos.
26.. El Lucero, 50 milcs southcast of Lake Santa Maria.,
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marched with the Cavalry command east on the Indian trail,
bivouacing toward morning on the eastern' slope of the
Santa Maria Mountains. During most of the day of the
29th, my Cavalry Command bivouaced, and was hidden behind some small buttes in San BIas Plain, as shown in: map.
The night of the 29th,. we marched into, the north' end of
the Candelaria Mountains, expecting to meet the enemy,
nQt yet having learned of his departure to the South and
east. The day of'the 30th, my command moved through the
Candelaria Mountains' to the south end, expecting to find
sufficient water for the command. In this I was disappointed. FrQm advance scouts se~t into the mountains. by
Captain Beyer, I learned that the enemy's rea:r-guar(1 had
left a few nights previous.· I found the Candelaria Mountains very sparcely provided with water, and very vulnerable had the enemy chosen to make fight there. Captain
Beyer's command entered the Candelaria Mountains the
morning of the 30th, and joined my command October 1st,
at EI Lucero, whence I was forced to move to obtain water
for the command, which we had had very little of since leaving Santa Maria Springs, the 28th. At this point I received
a communication from Terrazas that Victorio had gone
toward the Pino Mountains southeast, .and that his command would be at the Boraccho, (which isa pass in the
mountains) where there was a good spring of water, about
the 5th or 6th of October-Victorio having gotten out of the
, Candelaria Mountains before Terrazas got his troops in
position, as was contemplated, we both, the Mexican and
American troops, became the pursuers.
At EI Lucero, I learned through my citizen and Indian
scouts the exact course 'of Victorio's trail, which WI:l.S very
distinct. The supply-train, under command of Major Os.;.
borne, reported to me the 2nd of October at EI Lucero. Not
being able to get a good knowledge of the country south and
east of Chihuahua road, and having such limited pack trans'~
portation, my best and only course was to move on the Chihuahua road to Canta Recia, thus keeping my command to
the north of Victorio.
Up to this point and date, we had been unable to locate
the enemy after his departure from the Candelaria Mountains, and it was feared he had scattered and was trying to'
slip north between the Baraccho Mountains and Grierson's
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'right, which was near Quitman,"' although Terrazas a.ssured
me that he would try and drive him into Grierson's lines. I
therefore sent Lieut. Maney, who had a good pack-train,
with· his own scouts and such of Goodwin's scouts as were
not with Goodwin hunting stampeded stock, and one company of Cavalry under Lieut. Schaeffer,"" to join Terrazas at
the Baraccho, whilst I moved with the main command to
the east of the Baraccho and down the Rio Grande Valley,
keeping in daily communication with Lieut. Maney and Terrazas.From Canta Recia I also sent a supply-train to Fort
Bliss for more supplies. In the meantime, Captain Jack
Crawford had rejoined me, and I sent hini, with two good
scouts of his own selection, to proceed not less than 100 miles
down the Rio Grande, on the Old Mexican side, below Quitman, in order that I might gain early information should
Victorio attempt to turn Grierson's left and cross the Rio
. Grande, with a view of proceeding north into New Mexico.
In the meantime, Terrazas and Maney had moved south into
the Pino Mountains, but still could not locate Victorio, notwithstanding his works of defence could be found. The
morning of October 9th; I ordered Colonel Dudley back
toward Quitman with the 9th Cavalry battalion and one
Hotchkis gun, whilst I proceeded myself from the camp on
the Rio Grande to the Baraccho with the 4th Cavalry battalion (about 90" strong) and nine days' rations on pack-mules
·and one Hotchkis gun. At this time.everyone seemed to be
at a los~ as to where Victot;io had gone: in other words, he
had scattered on us, and I sent Colonel Dudley to the rear,
with orders ·to await my orders, so that, should I learn
Victorio had gone north, he would be more nearly in position to operate against him than I, and with this understanding Colonel Dudley went to the rear, and made camp near
Quitman.
The night of the 9th, about 10 or 11 o'clock, while encamped in the Baraccho, I received information from Terrazas, through Lieut. Maney, that it would be objectionable
on the part of his Government for. American troops to ad.
vance farther into the interior
27. Quitman, 80 miles below EI Paso on the Rio Grande. Fort Quitman had
been reoccupied after the Civil War but it had been abandoned in 1877. As here
used, it was simply a place-name.
28. Charles Melancthon Schaeffer, native of Pennsylvania, entered West Point
from IUinois and graduated in 1874. He was a 2nd lieutenant, 15 Infantry, from 14
June, 1878, and of the 9th Cavalry from 12 June, 1879. He resigned his commission
81 July, 1883. but later he serVed with the Minnesota Volunteers in the' SpanishAmerican War. He died 24 June, 1900.
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Much as I regretted to give up the chase, I felt that I
was in Mexico by the invitation of the Chihuahua or state
authorities more than by any legal or proper right. I felt
satisfied that Terrazas had received an iritimation or order
to forbid my advancing farther toward Chihuahua, and that
he had sent this message to me in the most gentlemanly
'manner. 1 therefore commenced the withdrawal of my ad, vance the 10Jh day of October, and started back myself'the
10th, en route to the American side of the Rio Grande: ...
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
(Signed)' GEo;P. BUELL,
Colonel 15th Infantry,
Commanding
Official extract copy.
. E. R. PLATT,
A. A. General.
It will be noted that in this official transcript from our
War Department records there are two deletions. Perhaps
Colonel Buell expressed himself too frankly for publication
·as to ~ur troops being practically ordered out of Mexic~ ~t
the very moment when Victorio had been run to earth. The
· facts are that on the very day (October 9) on which the
·"request" was transmitted by Terrazas to Buell, the Mexican
troops fought the Apaches in the Tres Costillos Moun~ains.
Victorio and eighty-six of his warriors were killed and
eighty-nine squaws and children were captured.' 'These
prisoners were later exhibited in Mexico City, where most
of them died. The chief N ane and fifty warriors got away
and joined Geronimo-but that is another story.
. As for Colonel Buell, within twenty-four hours after the
withdrawa(of our troops began, a courier overtook him with
news of the Mexican success' and the death of Victorio.
While directing his warriors from an elevated position on
the battlefield he had been shot by a Tarahumara Indian
soldier at long ri'fle range. Thus died one of the greatest
scourges of the Southwestern frontier"·
29. Rather curiously Richardson and Rister, Th6 Gr6at6r Southw6st, 824, say
that Victorio was killed in 1888.. Yet Rister. Th6' Southw68tsrn Fronti6r, 216, gives
part of the above facts with citation to Raht, Romane6 of th6 Davia Mountains and
th6 Big B6nd Country.

OLD ROADS AND NEW HIGHWAYS IN THE
SOUTHWEST
By MAUD DURLIN SULLIVAN
1

HIS title should continue in a

rather Thackerayish man-

, . ner, "in which a public library endeavors to revive a
T
tradition for the community." It is not'our purpose to pre-

sent a series of historical facts in connection with each trail
mentioned, nor to give the history of the trails themselves,
but rather to show how the romance and adventure sur. rounding them were used to stimulate an interest in the,
. whole subject of Southwest history.
The Southwest is young. Its cities have been built by
those hardy and determined Americans who have only
recently written the final chapter to. the story of their long
and active lives. Our "Mayflower" was .that first covered
wagon which appea.red over the mountain road, making its .
slow progress down toward "the Pass to the North," to the
broad valley of the Rio Grande. Others came in great
numbers in search of fortune, or health, or just an adventure. These knew little olf~;':hing of the history so closely
interwoven with Spain's. great period of exploration, nor
of that far older Indian civilization which archaeologists
have revealed to us during the past twenty years. Nor does
the present generation know much about them.
A simple way of approaching the subject was to. bring
home to our people the history underlying the highways of
the Southwest. To do this it was necessary to go back over
the period of Spanish exploration and to bring to life those
who had crossed the country before trails were in existence.
Roads and trails are fascinating things in themselves. Arising from man's need for communication and transportation,
they generally followed some old well known path possibly
first made by animals, and as time drove this need onward,

I

1. A paper read before the American Library Association at Los Angeles. June
1980, by Mrs. Sullivan, librarian of tbe El Paso Public Library•
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and in different directions, the trails became traveled roads.
The rough-going trails of 'these explorers and pioneers in
time developed into the smooth broad highways of today.
Our first venture was a course in Southwest history
. which was given to a group. of business women. This work
was followed by another venture of real importance, when
EI Paso celebrated its 50th birthday in 1922. The preparation for this festival in which so many citizens took part
taxed the resources of the library to the utmost, butit also
served to introduce the subject in all its fascination to a.
much wider audience.
Later several lectures were given under the auspices of
scientific arid literary societies. The problem of showing
routes and locations of the early explorations so that persons
in the audience could see them, led us to enlarge the map in
Dr. Bolton's charming book,.. Spanish Borderlands.. This
map as finally completed measured four and one-half by
seven feet. The journeys were outlined in bright colors,
plainly visible in a medium size lecture hall. The amazing
wanderings of Cabeza de Vaca and his companions across
Texas always captivated an audience. There is no more
thrilling tale of adventure in the annals of olir history.
In tracing the footsteps of these gallant adventurers, it
had not occurred to· us that anyone in the audience would
dispute the various' geographical points mentioned a~ having been visited by each explorer. At the first lecture when
this map was used, there were several men in the audience
who could scarcely wait for an opportu~ity to speak. One
loyal Texas felt moved,to protest that Cabeza de. Vaca did
not travel on the South
. . side of the Rio Grande, , but crossed
Texas to the Pecos river; while a New Mexican asserted
that this journey through Texas extended into New Mexico;
and along stop was made where the Governor's palace now
stands!
Another theory was advanced in regard to the plants'
growing in that part of Texas indicated on the map where
Cabeza de Vaca stopped because of the food value of the veg-
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etation. There was quite a heated argument in regard to
the botany of Texas, showing that this sojourn was impossible.
Realizing that these differences might arise every time
.the map went visiting, a brief bibliography of authorities
cited was compile"d for the use of those wh9 wished for more
information.
.
Fo~ motoristS, the highw:ay following the Rio Grande
for many miles became the scene. of many of these early
. journeys, as nearly all of them followed the river from
some· point near Fort Quitman. What we call the "Valley
;Road," winding through Ysleta (del Sur) and through all
the small towns clustered along the river in EI Paso county,
is part of this main travelled road.
Coronado seemed a more familiar name to many people.
-It was not difficult to interest them in reading about his
jqurney across New Mexico. The tale of the Seven Cities
and of that wonderful scouting trip to the Grand Canon,
made by Lopez de Cardenas and his companions, added much
to the pleasure of visiting these places.
·On·ate's journey in 1598 gave an opportunity to add
more color and romance to the story. Breaking a new trail
from Santa Barbara, Chihuahua, instead of the usual route
along the Conchos river, Onate led his company of Spanish soldiers and Indians over the dust and glare of Mexico's
northern desert country, arriv}ng at last on the shore of the
Rio Grande near EI Paso where they took possession of the
land. The story goes that when they finally reached shade
and coolness after their hard journey, they celebrated the
event with a comedy arranged by Captain .Farfan. The
mention of this brought more difficulties. We were besought
for the play which had been given, and many other questions
were asked which it was impossible to answer.
We found Onate an excellent guide for further motor
trips of discovery as we followed his adventurous footsteps
across New Mexico and Arizona. EI Morro, that famed
rock upon which the conquistadores wrote their names be,

'
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came a definite objective for travelers after reading' the
story. Resting in its great shadow in 1605, Onate was the
first to carve with his dagger his name and the discovery of
the Sea of the South (The Gulf of California).
In the usual descriptive material iss).led from various
sources for the benefit of the motorist, there are few, if any,
references to Count Juchereau de St. Denis, whose story is
one of the most delightful romances. The long road called
on some old maps EI camino del rey, on others The Old San
Antonio Road, crossing Texas from Natchitoches to Coahuila, Mexico, was established partly through the energetic
efforts of St. Denis to open a trade route' for the French.
Railroads and highways in Texas cross and recross this
old road. St. Denis is described as good to look at, very
. brave and always ready for the most entrancing dangers.
.The story of his exploits would make excellent material for
the novelists, and for the so-called fictional biographer. We
found the account in Grace King's New Orleans, the place
and the people, one of the best to interest the average reader.
Travelers from EI Paso to Santa Fe drive along the
modern Old Spanish Trail part of the way, and also cross the
path of the famous Jornada del Muerto, its name implying
all the terrors experienced by those who trave.rsed this barren desert.. Humboldt, writing in 1801, describes it as "30
leagues in length, destitute of water." We hear of it often
in descriptions of various jou;rneys, and nowhere more vividly than when Doniphan led his famous company of Mis- .
sourians over its fateful path.
.There are no terrors now, at least not of the same kind,
as one speeds across these desert highways.. It is not, however, difficult to visualize all that took place on this historic
ground. The age-:old hills and rugged bare mountains stand
grey and silent in the brilliant sunlight, as they watch the
procession of the years and man's endless struggle to conquer nature.
. One of the most interesting accounts of early road
building is given in , the reports' of the Secretary ofWa~,
,
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published in 1850, giving the re~ojmaissances of routes from
San Antonio to EI Paso, the project being to establish a
permanent, miiitary road from the , Gulf of Mexico to EI
Paso. To those who know the country it is fascinating to
read Of the day's findings as recorded in these reports. The
distance travelled, the climate, every detail of the country is
mentioned. We ride today, swiftly and in comfort over this
road with no thought of the slow, arduous labor of that first
trail blazing journey.
When gold was discovered in California, the' question of
, the day became "What is the best route to California?" It
is frequently heard today. The well known trails were the
Oregon Trail, and the Santa Fe. Little was said about the
routes through the Southwest. There were four new roads
into the Rio Grande Valley, three of Which passed through
EI Paso, the Mexican town on the west side of the Rio
Grande, known then as Paso del Norte. In 1888 it was given
its present name of Juarez, after Mexico's great man, Benito Juarez.
It was noted with' some amusement how active the
states of Arkansas and Texas were during this period in
advertising the advantages of' certain routes. No tourist
travelogue or folder of' today contains more alluring tales
of "How sunshine spends the winter" than the articles which
appeared in the newspapers of that day. From ,a note in
Bieber's "Southwestern' trails to California," we find this
item taken from the Houston Democratic Telegraph and
Texas Register of February 15, 1849: "These emigrants, .
therefore, may actually be digiing in the gold mines of San
Francisco or Los Angeles, before the emigrants left at St.
Louis can commence their journey. The peach trees here
are in blossom, the grass is springing up fresh upon the
prairies, and the spring birds are singing merrily, while
according to telegraph accounts, St. Louis' cold chilly winter still chains the rivers with icy bands and covers the
Prairies with his snowy mantle." Not "Bigger and better"
roads but "Warmer and safer" seems to have been the
slogan.
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EI Paso was the important halfway place on these. different southern· routes, and was a veritable oasis in the
desert. Here these emigrants -rested before continuing their
journey, and purchased supplies from Mexican and Missouri merchants; It was during this period that the American city of EI Paso had its real beginning!
One route for cattle drivers from Austin to Fort Yuma
followed the emigrant trail. The map of this route shows
every water hole and the locations of forts;. the two great
. needs for such journeys, water and protection from the Indians. The opening chapter of Emerson Hough's Story of
the Cowboy contains a fine description of the Long Trail of
the cattle range.
With the great increase in motoring during the past
ten years there were more requests for books on early New
Mexico history. Stopping at some Indian village or passing
the ruins of an old fort, many of these travelers wished to
learn something of an apparently unknown country.
Using an automobile road map, places of interest on
different routes to California were selected, and a·few books
were listed which would make the journey more profitable.
As this way of reading became more· popular, the scope of
the motor travalogues was enlarged to include a wider field
in the Southwest, as well as the roads close to the city. Asmall folder is distributed through the Automobile Club,
hotels, and camps, mentioning. briefly a few places of historic interest to visit, and that the library has material about
them.
In this agreeable method of presenting Southwest history, incidents were selected· here and there from different
periods, or wherever a character or event suggested some
central point for starting a new search for adventure. In
recent years, the Southwest has frequently been the subject
for study groups and various club programs. Our enlarged
map is often loaned tp these groups.
2. Bartlett, Personal Narrative of Exploration, 1850-58 gave the population as
ahout 21,000 in the Mexican town and 400 on the American side.
.
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The Spanish conquerors have become familiar to all.
Their helmeted faces appear on the facades Jof our new
hotels and adorn the home of the much sought after Spanish
type. Promoters of travel trips find it safer to consult the
histories and maps in libraries before venturing on new
and alluring tales. One is so likely to find here and there
an argumentative tourist wh<;> knows.
From some. high point on one of these highways, you
may look down on a wide stretch of desert and the green
fields of irrigated land following the silver line of the river.
While you watch the changing lights and the color on mountain and mesa, you may see in fancy, a group of conquistadores with shining helmets and the flying pennants of Spain,
riding slowly along one of those old unbroken trails. In
sharp contrast you may vision the dark-robed friars, bravest of all, carrying the faith to an unknown country. A
long procession of shadowy figures follows: Indians, traders,
adventurers, pack trains, covered wagons, and perhaps the
galloping horse of some famed bad man, escaping the rough
justice of the time. While you dream over old stories which
seem so real ,against the unchanging background of mountain and river, a great scarlet plane from Mexico drifts fnto
~ight, one -of today's adventurers blazing new trails across
the blue of a Southwest sky.
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EUGENE MANLOVE RHODES'

1869-1934

UC~

f~licit?us

phrase ~electe? by. Gene Rhodes
It wIll be InscrIbed upon the
monument which, it is hoped, will soon mark his last restjng place.' Of cqurse the' phrase is historically famous, for
just 330. years ago it was carved on the face of Inscription
Rock when, Don Juan de Onate 'was returning from his
journey to the Gulf of California; but it took on new mean':'
ing when Gene Rhodes used it as the title of one of his first'
stories of New Mexico life. And now it has added significance as an epit~ph: "he passed this way."
Shy and unassuming, lovably. irascible at times, impatient of sham in any form, loyal in his friendships and generous to a fault, Gene Rhodes saw life in its true values-and
he interpreted life with his intriguing lisp and a quizzical
. gleam in his eye. He was a delightful companion with whom
to lounge and chat over a pipe before an ,open fire. 'Clean
and wholesome in thought, interested and interesting, original and stimulating in ideas, he always called out. the best in
man or woman.
Cowboy, stud~nt of. life, master of prose, lover of animals 'and children and all kindred spirits; seeker after truth.
and beauty, "he passed this way" and his memory will ever
remain fresh and sweet in the hearts of those who knew him.
Recently in our editorial browsing, we came across an
early. poem that was dated at 'Engle, New Mexico, and. was
first published'in 1899." Anyone who visits Rhodes Pass in
the early summer will see along the trail the towering yuccas,
"las velas del Senor" (the candles of the Lord)-and perhaps he will see them as Gene Rhodes saw them.-L. B. B.

S. ·hImself for hIS epItaph.
was the

7

~

1. Any of our readers who wish to participate in this Rhodes memorial may
Bend their'checks to Mrs. Alice Corbin Henderson, Camino del Monte Sol, Santa Fe.
'The fund is now being collected with a view to placing the monument this summer.
2. In The Land of Sumhine, XI (Oct., 1899), 251.
.
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THE YUCCA IN FLOWER

A BLOSSOM OF BARREN LANDS
By EtJGENE M. RHODES
A flower grows in old Cathay
Whose blood-red petals ease our woes,
It lulls our haunting care away
And gives our weariness repose.
When tortured heart and fevered brain
Long for black slumber, dull and deep,
The poppy's charm Can ease our pain
And bid us-sleep.
And subtler Egypt's fabled bloom,
'The lotus of forgetful breath,
Brings to remorse oblivion's doom '
And gives the shameful past to death.
When bitter memories, fierce and fell,
Scourge our dark hearts with wild regret-o for the flower whose languorous spell
Bids us-forget!
But dearer, more divinely born, '
Amid the deserts desolate;
The yucca blooms above its thorn
Triumphant o'er an evil fate.
Brave, stainlesss; waxen miracle,
So may we with our fortunes cope,
Who in life's burning deserts dwelL
You bid us-hope!
Engle, N. M.
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THE GOVERNORS OF NEW MEXICO
By LANSING B. BLOOM
EW MEXICO can show a longer line ·of governors than
N
any other State in the Union. Beginning in 1598 and
continuing over a span of 337 years to date, New Mexico' has
been successively a province of Spain; a province, territory,
and department under Mexico; and a territory and state of
the United States.
In view of the fact that the records at Santa Fe. were
destroyed in the Indian Rebellion of 1680, it is not surprising that our knowledge of these governors has long remained incomplete. The list as compiled by Bancroft' had
serious gaps and mistakes, yet his work was basic and it is
still quoted as authoritative. Some of his errors may be
found in the works of H~ E. Bolton:R. E. Twitchell," B. M.
Read: and C. F. Coan,' and in the writings of other authors
who have depended on the works just mentioned.· As one
result of study begun in 1910 in the archiv~l records in
Santa Fe, Washington, and at other depositories in this
country, a number of corrections as to various governors
were established; and in recent years archives which have
been secured in Spain and in Mexico have yielded amass of
1. H. H. Bancroft. HistoT1/ of Arizona and New Mexico (1889), 263-264 and
passim. He includes five who never served and omits eight who did, and many of
the terms 8S shown are' incorrect.
.
2. H. E. Bolton, Guide to Materials for the HistoT1/ of the U. S. i .... the Pri....ciP4l
Archive8 of Mexico (1913), 473-474, copies the Bancroft list without any change.
3. R. E. Twitchell. Leading Fact8 of New Mexica.... HistOT1/, 2 vols. (1911-1912),
passim, also follows Bancroft.
"
4•. B. M. Read, Hi8toria Ilu8trada de Nuevo Mexico (1911) and Illustrated His·
tOT1/ of New Mexico (1912), also depended upon Bancroft.
6. C. F. Coan, A Hi8toT1/ of New Mexico, 3 vols. (1926) and A Shorter H;8t';y
of New Mexico,' 2 vols. (1928). The latter is simply an abridged mimeographed edi·
tion of the former; both follow Bancroft for the Spanish period, but in the later
periods show some corrections due to research which had by then been done.
6. As recent a work as that of C. W. Hackett, Pichardo'8 Treatise on the Limits
of Louisiana and Texa8, vol. II (1934) pM,,;m, quotes Bolton (who copied Ban·
croft) as to the governors of New Mexico.
7. Especially as to the Mexican period in "New Mexico under Mexican Admin·
.istration, 1821-1846," published in Old Santa Fe, vole. I-II (1913·1915), passim.
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detailed information." This material was used fot the r&vised list given to the Secretary of State and published in the·
Ne"w Mexico Blue Book of 1-925-1926: Further revision was
made in the four subsequent issues but even in the last" one
(1933-1934) the copy supplied was not very carefully fol. lowed; moreover that publication is not always available
outside of New Mexico. It seems desirable, therefore, to
give in our quarterly the complete list as it now stands.
:Qoes such a chronological record make- dry reading? \
Possibly so, and yet even a glance will show that it is a:
perfect gala.xy of great family names, distinguished in Spain
and in the. New World. Military titles are numerous o~
course, but three of the Spaniards were admirals-before
they came to New' Mexico! Some were of noble rank; many
were knights of the military orders of Santiago, Alcantara,
andCal~trava. Some. of .them lay in prison for months, 'even
years; others were haled before the Inquisition; at least
three were assassinated. Glory and ignominy, romance and
tragedy, lie thick upon the pages of ou,r early history.·
The list as given is consecutive throughout except for'"
the years 1846-1848 when military and civil rule were parallel but held by different men. When the term ad interim
has been used, it indicates that the previous incumbent had
died, resigned, or been removed from office.
If all the men and women were included who served as
temporary or "acting" governors during this third of a· millenium, the list would be interminablY long and involved.
For example, Cristobal de Onate was acting governor in
8. During a year of research in Spain (1928-1929), with the aid of Mrs. Bloom.
a wealth of detailed information was gathered. Some of this came from Simanc8s
and Madrid, but most of it was found in Seville, especially in the financial records.
the Seccion de Contaduria of the Archivo General de Indias. This was particularly'
true for the 17th century, ·the period in which the archives at Santa Fe had so little.
Later Borne details as to various governors turned up in the archive material secured
in Mexico City in 1930, and again in the summer of 1934.
Much of this material has been used in papers which have been published in
the NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW, vols. I-IX (1926-1934), and in Bloom and Donnelly, New Mexico History aond Civics (1933).
9. See, for example, the papers by F. V. Scholes and J. M. Espinosa in this

issue.
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1604-1605 when ,he was a youth of onlysfxteen years and
while his father was on his famous journey to the Gulf of
California; but after Don Juan resigned, Don Crist6bal wa~
elected by the c9lonists in Cabildo Abierto, and served until
the arrival of Peralta. Therefore he belongs in the list as
shown.
The term acting \vill be found in the list at only two
places: in 1844 and in 1846. Late' in 1843 the Mexican
authorities closed New Mexico for some months against the
commerce from the United States-and Manuel Armijo lost
~nterest i~ the governorship, resigning first the military,
an<i then the civil, authority and going 'to his home in Albuquerque. In 1846 again, upon the approach of the invading army under General S. W. Kearny, Manuel Armijo d~
serted his post'imd fled the country. Vigil's proclamation as
"gobernador politico y militar interino"'· explains the includ.;.
ing of his name in the list, brief as his tenure was.
"
There have been countless other, "acting" governors,
and recent secretaries of state have included such names in
the list. This is interesting as a matter of record, but in
the list as h~re' given it has seemed best to show only the
names of those who have held the office when' it was defi-:nitely vacated by the preceding incumbent:
ll

~.

GOVERNORS OF NEW MEXICO
(List as revised by Lansing B. Bloom)
1598-1608
1608-1610
1610--1614
1614-1618
1618-1625
1625-1629
1629:-1632
1632-1635
665.

.

, UNDER SPANISH RULE, 1598-1822 '
Don Juan de Onate, adelantado
Don Cristobal de Onate, adelantado '(governor ad interim
by election of the colonists)
Don Pedro de Peralta
Admiral don Bernardino de Ceballos
Don Juan de Eulate
Admiral don Phelipe Sotelo Ossorio
Capt. don Francisco Manuel de Silva Nieto
Capt. don Francisco de la Mora y Ceballos

10. Reproduced in facsimile by B. M. Read. IUustra;ted Hiat01'Y of New Me:rico.
A translation of the text is given at Pl'. 430-431.
Ii. See New Mexico' Blue Boole, last four issues (1926-1934).
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1635-1687 Capt. don Francisco Martinez de Ba'eza
1637-1641 Capt. don Luis de Rosas'
1641-.
General don Juan Flores de Sierra y Valdes
1641-1642 (1st Sergeant Francisco Gomez). The cabildo of Santa
Fe was in actual control
1642-1644 Capt. don Alonso Pacheco de Heredia
1644-1647 Capt. don Fernando de Argiiello Carvajal
1647-1649 Capt. don Luis de Guzman y Figueroa
1649-1653 Capt. don Hernando de Ugarte y la Concha
'1653-1656 Don Juan de Samaniego y Xaca
1656-1659 Capt. don Juan Mansso de Contreras
1659-1661 Capt. don Bernardo L6pez de Mendizabal
'1661-1664 Capt. don Diego Dionisio de Penalosa Briceno y Berdugo
1664-1665 Capt. don Juan de Miranda,
.
1665'-1668 Capt. don Fernando de Villanueva
1668-1671 Capt. don Juan de Medrano y Mesia
1671-1675 General don Juan Duran de Miranda (2nd time)
1675-,-1677 Capt. don Juan Francisco de Trevino
1677-1683 Capt. don Antonio de Otermin
1683-1686 Capt. don Domingo Jironza Petriz de Cruzate
1686-1689 Don Pedro Reneros de Posada
1689-1691 Capt. don Domingo Jironza Petriz deCruzate (2nd,time)
1691-1697 Don Diego de Vargas Zapata Lujan Ponce de Leon
1697...,....1703 ' Don Pedro .Rodriguez Cubero
1703-1704 Don Diego de Vargas Zapata Lujan Ponce de Le6n.
Marques de la Nava Brazinas (2nd time)
1704-1705 Capt. don Juan Paez Hurtado, ad interim
1705-1707 Don Francisco Cuervo y Valdes, ad interim
1707-1712 Admiral don Joseph Chacon Medina Salazar y Villasenor, Marques de las Penueias
1712-1715 Don Juan Ignacio Flores Mogollon
1715-1717 Capt. don Phelix Martinez, ad interim
Capt. don Juan Paez Hurtado, ad interim
17171717-1722 Capt. don Antonio Valverde y Cossio, ad interim
1722-1731 Don Juan Domingo de Bustamante
1731-1736 Don Gervasio Cruzat y Gongora
1736-1739 Don Henrique de Olavide y Michelena
1739-1743 Don Gaspar Domingo de Mendoza
1743-1749 Don Joachin Codallos y RaMI
1749-1754 Don Tomas Veles Cachupin
1754-1760 Don Francisco Antonio Marin del Valle
Don'\'Mateo Antonio de Mendoza, ad interim
17601760-1762 . Don Manuel del Portillo y Urrisola, ad interim
"\
1762-1767 Don Tomas Veles Cachupin (2nd time)
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1767-'-1778
17781778-4788
1788--1794
1794-1805
1805-1808
18081808-1814
1814-1816
1816":-1818
1818--1822

Capt. don Pedro Fermin de Mendinueta
Don Francisco Treb61 Navarro, ad'interim
Lieut.-Col. don Juan Bautista de' Anza
Don Fernando de la Concha
Lieut-Col. don Fernando Chacon
Col. don Joaquin del Real Alencaster
Don Alberto Maynez, ad interim
Lieut-Col. don Jose Manrique, all interim
Bon Alberto Maynez, ad; interim.
Don Pedro Maria de Allande, ad interim
Capt. don Facundo Melgares, ad. interim
.

'..

.

.

.

UNDER MEXICAN, RULE

18221822-1823
1823-1825
1825-1827
1827-1829
1829-i832
1832-1833

Francisco Xavier Chaves .
Col. Jose Antonio Viscarra
Bartolome Baca
Col. Antonio' Narbona'
Manuel Armijo
Jose Antonio Chaves
Santiago Abreu
~833-1835 Francisco Sarracino
1835,..--1837 Col. Albino Perez
1837-1844 Manu~l Armijo (2nd' time)'
~ariano Chavez; acting1844Felipe Sena, acting'
18441844-1845 General Mariano Martinez de Lejanza
Jose Chavez,y Castillo; ad'interim 18451845-1846 Manuel Armijo (3rd time) .
Juan Bautista Vigil y Alarid, acting
1846UNDER UNITED STATES RULE

Military
18461846-':'1848

Gen. Stephen W.
Kearny
Col. Sterling. Price

Civil
,
.
1846-1847 . Charles Bent
i847-1848 Donaciano Vigil

Civil-Military
1848-1849 Col. J. M. Washington
1849-1851 Col. John Munroe

Territori,al Government
1851-1852· James S: Calhoun
John Greiner, ad interim
18521852-1853 William Carr Lane

{
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W. S. MesservY, ad interim
David Meriwether
W. W. H. Davis, ad interim
Abraham Rencher
Henry Connelly
W. F. M. Arny, ad interim
186~1869 Robert B. Mitchell
1869-1871 William A., Pile
1871-1875, Marsh Giddings
18'75William G. Ritch, ad interim
1875-1818 . Sa'mu'el'
Axtell . '
1878~188r Le"rWallace
1S81-1S85'Lionel Al. Sheldon
1885-1889 Edmund' G'. Ross
1889-1893 L. Bradford· Prince
1893-1897 William T. Thornton
1897..:-1906 Miguel A. Otero
1906-1907 Herbert J. Hagerman
1907J. Wallace Raynolds, ad interim
1907~1910 George' Curry
1910--1912 William J. Mills

18531853-1856
. 1856-1857
1857-1861
1861-1866'
1866~
.

:a.

State Government
1912~1917
1917~

1917-1919
1919-1921
1921-1923
1923~1925

1925-1927
1927-1931
1931-1933
[1933]~1935
1~35.

William C. McDonald
Ezequiel. Cabeza de Baca '
Washington E. Lindsey, ad interim
Octaviano A. Larrazolo'
'
Merritt C. Mechem
James F. HinKle
Arthur'T. Hannett
Richard C. Dillon
A~thur Seligman
Andrew Hockenhull, ad interim
Clyde Tingley
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The Pawnee Ghost Dance Hand Game-A Studyot
Cultura~ Change, by Alexander Lesser! Columbia University Contributions to Anthropology, .volume" xvi, Columbia
University Press, N. Y., 1934, $4.00; x, 337 pp.,' bibli()..;
graphy, no index, 3 plates and 13 figures in the text.
.
In this recent "Contribution to Anthropology,"tbeBoas
school has added further to its .studies in the content and
technique of American ethnology. Dr. Lesser has made a
seemingly careful and critical. use :of su~h authorities as
Mooney, Culin, Murie and Densmore, to supplement study
among the Pawnee in Oklahoma in 1930 and 1931. The
result is the most comprehensive and up-to-date study of the
Ghost Dance, in its ceremonial expression among the Pawnee, available.
'
The author, after briefly stating the nineteenth century
history of tpe Pawnee in their relations with the American'
government, has ably developed the thesis that the Ghost
Dance Hand Games "were the chief intellectual product of
Pawnee culture in the last forty years" (pg. 329) .. These
games had their inception in the idealogy of the .Ghost Dance
"religion" that swept over mos,t of the American tribes that
had come to a cultural impasse by 1890. The Pawnee were
led, almost forced, into adoption of the Ghost Dance religion
by reason of the,conditions arising from their pathetic his:tory of the past hundred years.
When the United States acquired the Louisiana territory in 1804, the Pawnee were the powerful and numerous
people (about 9,000 souls) living in agricultural villages in
the eastern and central portions of what became modern
Kansas and Nebraska. The treaties of 1818 and 1825 established peace and fri~ndship between the United States and
the Pawnee bands. Thereafter the Pawnee considered them- '
selves aIlies,of the American government-giving early aid
as scouts against other Plains Indians, and more recently in
158
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the Great War in Europe.. By the treaty of 1833 the Pawnee
ceded some of th~ir ·lands, but remained independent, under
the protection of the American go~ernment, until 1857.
During this period, 1833-57, they were reduced by war,
famine and disease
to a population
of only about 4,000. De.
.
spite promises of governmental protection, in return for .
their promise not to .retaliate against enemy attacks, the
raids of Sioux and oth~r tribes became increasingly deadly·
to the Pawnee who were entirely surrounded by enemies.
The push of alien tribes and the increasing migration of
whites (movements to the mountain fur regions, Oregon,
Utah, California, etc.) over their lands reduced the buffalo
in an alarming fashion. Despite their agricultural economy,
.the Pawnee seasonally had to go on buffalo hunts to overcome an ever present food deficit; and the depletion of the
bison was a major catastrophe. Cholera wiped out a fourth
of the tribe in 1849, and smallp,ox and venereal· diseases
augumented the roll of the dead.
By the treaty of 1857 the Pawnee became absolutely
dependent wards of the government, which endeavored to
"Americanize" them by turning the Pawnee into sedent~ry
plough farmers. Untoward conditions, however, thwarted
the sincere efforts of the Pawnee to become Amer;icanized.
Dishonesty and inefficiency of Indian agents, drouth and
insect plagues that blasted crops, and the constant threat
of Dakota and Cheyenne raids made a failure of all attempts
to live on the isolated farms inherent in the' White Man's
agricultural economy on the plains. In 1873, wasted by
famine and Dakota raids to a scant 2000 souis, the Pawnee
began to trek southward to join their Caddoan relativesthe Wichita-in the Indian Territory of Oklahoma. By the
spring of 1876 the entire tribe was settled on a reservation
in northern Oklahoma. Here the necessity for adjustments
to different climatic conditions was too much for their malnutritioned bodies, and deaths from malaria, pulmonary diseases, etc., advanced the preponderance of deaths over
births, so that the tribe numbered. only 1,521 jn 1877. To

I
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the despair occasioned by their. poor health and increasing
death rate were added cultural losses by the abandonment of
buffalo hunts (by 1878), and the~ suppression of polygamy,
time-honored mourning customs, medicine-men, dances,
gambling, etc. Intemperance and the breakup of communal
life' added the finishing touches to the physical and moral
collapse of a once virile culture. So was the ·stage set when
the Ghost Dance cult arose in the West.
The Ghost Dance c.ult of the Paiute Wavoka extended
a hope and promise of the peaceful return of the' good old
pre-white days-a.bundance of buffalo, a carefree life
enriched by the old ceremonies, and the company of those
who had gone before. Christian idealogy was incorporated
to. the extent of an insistence on peaceful'relations with the
whites, and: the association, of the'; Christ :with:·the· cult
theology. Starting in:Nevada in 1889, the. cult was flourish': .
ing throughout much of the Plains area by 1892; by' ·which
time most of the Pawnees were· involved. The Pawnee received their' impetus directlY-from southern· Oklahoma
through the local 'prophet Frank White. The particular'
form; of thecuIt, however, was' .derived from the Arapaho
center to the -north. Although consisting mainly of periodic .
dances, associated: with· vision-trances, the. Ghost Dance cult
was feared' by the government agents because of the· warlike
turn that certain of the Dakota had given it. The opposition
of the Indian agents was therefore directed against its overt
manifestations. This was used, by interested whites, as a
powerful argument with the Pawnee to accept th~ b~eakup
of·their reservation and the allotment of lands in severalty,
as thus they would be American citizens, not subject to the
authority of the agents. The Pawnee accepted thisunhampered citizenship and continued to dance. But the new life
. did not elevate the Pawnee in the manner expected by the
government when making the allotments. Income from-the
sale of' surplus tribal lands, the government annuity of
$30,000,' and rentals from lands leased to whites gave, the
. Pawnee (now reduced: to 759 ·souls). enough money to make
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their own working of the land unnecessary. This freedom
of action, plus the desire for social gatherings not normally
possible to a- people scattered in isolated· farmsteads, led
to an increased emphasis on the Ghost Dance gatherings.
The Ghost Dance cult soon became the most important
item in the life of the Pawnee.. Not only did it provide hope
fora betterment of· their life (which had become so hopeless
that suicide among the young had become quite common),
but als.o the old tribaJ rit~als and ceremonies could be regained t~roughvisions. This was a very important fact, as
, tribal tradition had required that the rituals associated with
bundles, societies and games should be handed down by oral
instruction and example--:-.which had not been possible due to
the increased and early mortality of the learned, and the loss
of necessary environmental conditions.' The hysteria of the
Ghost Dance, augmented by peyote drinking among many,
allowed for the resurrection 'of many of the old ceremonies
through vision revelation of the appropriate rituals. This
revival of Pawnee aboriginal culture naturally was mani- .
.fested in the most overt and remembered elements.....-...eertain,
bundles, societies and games. ' The ancient guessing games
were best remembered by the tribe, and thus the hand game
gained an important part in the Ghost Dance ritual. ,
Through an elaborate discussion of·t,he Pawnee Ghost
Dance Hand Game, the author has been able to trace the
transformation of a cultural·item-from a gambling game
played by men as a representation of warfare, to .a' sacred
·game played by both sexes as an expression or determination
of. faith. The old Pawnee hand game,. first described' fully .
in this work, was played between bands or with friendly
tribes. It was part of the guessing game complex that prevailed in western and central aboriginal Ame!ica. The hand
game form consisted of hiding two counters in the hands of
two individuals (four hand type) representing one side,
band or tribe, the location of which counters had then to be
guessed (according to certain rules) by 'a representative of
the opposing side., Eight tally sticks were involved, and

. . .~: .
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when all of these sticks (representing points) had been won
,by one side that particular game, was' over. Normally a
series of games was played, with individual betting in each
game. It was essentiaUi a gambling game; with resultant
gain or loss of material wealth. Variants of this game were
played over much of western, America. The idea of playing
a hand game with the Ghost Dance originated' with the Ar-,
'apaho, but the game as resurrected among the Pawnee was
essentially their old game in a sorriewhat altered form.
The Ghost Dance was performed by the Pawnee as a
visible prayer for the betterment of their lot. The hand
game, as played with the Ghost Dance,' completely lost its
gambling nature and embodied a test or expression of the
faith or "good fortune" of the participants. The sides were
determined by spirit affiliations (crow or eagle) discovered
in Ghost Dance visions. Incorporated in the ritual of the
game were numerous items belonging to the fundamental
Pawnee theology, e.g." complex smoke offerings Of tobacco.
The complicated smoke offerings expressed Pawnee cosmol-'
ogy, as in the clockwise circuit of the pipe (representing the
movements of the stars around the North Star). For the
Christian, .the cross typifies Christ; but for many this ancient symbol represented the Morning Star. Numerous
variants of the hand game arose, as different, individuals
received Ghost Dance revelations. The paraphernalia and
ritual of each game were determined by the Ghost Dance
vision. These "revealed" games belonged to the' visionaries;
but there were also 'derived or modified variants-":'developed
by friends, relatives, or because of religion. One of the
most interesting and singular results of the Ghost Dance
Hand Garnes has been their use by Christian Pawnee congTegations, such as the Baptist. The church hand games differ
from the secular in elimiriatin:g Ghost Dances and songs
from intervals between games, in substituting a prayer for
the smoke offering, and in concluding with a grace instead
of a consumption of corn and other food.
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Although the Ghost Dance is still popular, as a religiosocial activity, it is no longer held as a four day ce:t:emony.
The meetings are normally in large frame buildings, some
of them specially built for the dance. The part played by
the Ghost Dance 'Hand Game in the life of the Pawnee seemingly has been so important that Lesser considers it to constitute the chief intellectual product of Pawnee culture in the
hlst forty years.
The reviewer does not feel competent to comment critically upon the contents of this monograph. Nevertheless, he
feels that Doctor Lesser is to be congratulated· on having.
brought to ge~eral notice not only .a chapter from the cul. tural history of a nearly forgotten people, but also the per:"
sisting influence of the Ghost Dance, which has'left but few
survivals among the tribes of the western United States.
This book can be recommended to· anyone interested. in the
Pawnee, the Ghost Dance, guessing games of the American.
Indian, or in the weird mixtures of Christianity and paganism that crop up in so many parts of· the New World-and
especially in the Southwest.
DONALD D. BRAND.

University of New Mexico.
Mirabeau Buonaparte Lamar, Troubadour and Crusader. Herbert Pickens Gambrell. (Southwest Press, Dallas, 1934; 317 pp., $2.00. Map and illustrations; index).
"In writing history ... I conceive that the whole truth
should be given; and that the simple chronicling of events,
. without the ... motives of the actors, is but the telling of
half a truth, and falling short of the duty of the historian."
These words taken from the writings of Lamar must have
.been constantly in the mind' of the writer of the present
biography for he certainly leaves nothing unsaid in ,regard
to motives. The book is literally full of more or less important detail which, pieced together without too much difficulty, makes a very interesting and absorbing work. The
book is not so much a story of the man, Lamar, as a chroniCle of the man's career and his times.
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The book begins with a very domestic scene (the birth
of yOUI,lg .Lamar) ona plantation in Georgia on the sixteenth day of August, 1798. Many rambling anecdotes and
stories carry the life of Lamar· from his early boyhood;
through his school days, and early manhood. Many of these
stories quoted from the writings of Lamar's friends give
excellent sidelights on the character of the future president
of Texas, a young man, modest, blue-eyed, kind, eloquent,
with "a pleasant vein of satire in his nature ... but always
expressed in words and in a manner which plucked away its
sting." Southern eloquence, not to say bombast, is not lacking in many of the anecdotes.·
Lamar decided about 1830, to leave Georgia and go to
Texas and grow up with the country. He had heard strange
tales from across the Sabine. "He had thought of writing
a history of Texas; he decided now to help make Texas his':'
tory," says the writer.. The Texas revolution was near at
hand, and Lamar determined that "in the event of a revolutionary struggle," he would make her destiny (that of
Texas) his own for good or ill..
The writer uses many absorbing pages to describe the
. struggle between Texas and Mexico. All the blood, and
thunder,and butchery of the Texas Revolution fill the pages
brim full. It is significant that the Mexicans always butcher
the Texans while. the Texans only slay or kill the Mexicans.
These are merely evidences of old, prejudices which would
be much better forgiven and f9:rgotten by both peoples concerned.
Sam Houston, David G. Burnet, Rusk, the Mexican·
general Santa Anna, and many others stalk very life-li~e
through the pages of the book. The reader gets the distinct
impression that neither Houston nor Lamar is the real hero
.of the story, but rather that that place is reserved for
Burnet.
The writer carries the story of Lamar through the hectic days in Texas, through Nicaragua as an ambassador, to
the death of Lamar on December 19, 1859. The· adopted
Texan . is highly praised for his work for public education.
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The style used in the book is quite amateurish at times.
Many awkward constructions are found. There are entirely too many sentences beginning with "and"; while exclamation marks are used much too freely. A homespun and
healthy humor adds savor and realism to the biography, as
on one desperate occasion when Secretary of War Rusk of
Texas, says that the Texans are "in a hell of a fix." He
promptly sugested that they all go to the saloon, get a drink,
and then fight their way out. Such was the spirit of the
times.
The work is well illustrated with pictures and maps.
The rather extensive bibliography should have included
the work of such men as Bancroft, Binkley, Co~m, and
Twitchell on the Southwest.
To the person wishing to recapture the spirit of those
stirring days of the Texas Revolution, the work is certainly
worth while. As long as the author treats of events which
transpired in Texas he is on sure ground; the chapter on the
New Mexico campaign is the least ably handled. However,
the book is undoubtedly sound, for the most part, and always absorbingly interesting. This cannot be said of all
books in either History or Biography.
F. M. KERCHEVILLE.

University of N e'W Mexico.
Desert Wife, by Hilda Faunce. With illustrations by
W; Langdon Kihn. (Boston, Little, Brown, and Company,
1934. $3.00.)
Sp"ider Woman', by Gladys A. Reichard; a story of
Navajo weavers and chanters. (N. Y;, The Macmillan Company, 1934. $3.50.)
Among the boqks that have .been written recently about
the Navaho and his country, are Desert Wife by Hilda
Faunce, and Spider Woman by Gladys A. Reichard. Both
authors have lived among the Navahos and have written
from first hand experience.
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Desert Wife is the true story of a pioneer woman who
'left beautiful Oregon to establish a new home in the desert
.country of Arizona. The author writes of her experiences
during the four year period of the World War: Because of
the war, the Indians were requited to enlist, and Ken, the
author's husband, was forced to use common sense and give
·advice to prevent an uprising. If they were called to fight,
Ken promised to ac~ompany them. During this period,'
influenz'a and smallpox were prevalent. The author became
a true friend; she could give vaccine which made a sore to
prevent the ·"sickness with the sores." "The book is not
only an unforgettable account of a little-known people, but
an exciting record. of courage and endurance under conditions which will.seem to the average reader almost unbearable."
Unlike Mrs: Faunce, Miss Reichard was not .forced to
live among .the Navahos, but chose to do so for her own
information and study. Miss Reichard is a doctor of philosophy in Barnard College in New York City, and is the
author of Social, Life of the Navajos. She wanted to learn
particularly the art of weaving. She was fortunate to be
with a family who accepted her as one of them. She lived
in her own hogan near by, and in this way learned of their
clan and kinship. Her determination .to learn to weave
.won the respect and interest of Maria Antonia, who in turn
was quite patient to teach her.
_
"Spider Woman instructed the Navajo women how to
weave on a,loom which Spider Man told them how to make."
From this old legend, Miss Reichard takes her title for a
most interesting and informative book. In drawing' upon'
her many experiences and knowledge of Navaho life,she
has presented them as a sincere and an active people. She
tells of the difficulty of gathering herbs for the dyes and of
the process in making the dyes; of the setting up of a loom
and the art of weaving in the various patterns; and of the
ceremonies, such' as a wedding, the War Dance, and the
Shooting Chant. The book is illustrated with many photographs.
.

~
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One cannot· finish' such a review without mentioning
another book-Traders to the Navajos by Frances Gillmor
(reviewed in the January 1935 issue of NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW) ; a story of the life of the Wetherills among
the Navahos. For the reader who wishes information about
the family life a.nd each individual's part of the day's work,
Spider Woman .will yield most. For the reader who wants
.incidents about the Navaho in general, then either of the
others will prove more helpful. All three books present
interesting bits of the Navaho social life and incidents
which might seem impossible to the average reader.A.E.W.·
Santa Fe.

Pioneer- Padre: the life and times of Eusebio ]1rancisco
Kino. By Rufus Kay Wyllys. (Dallas, The Southwest Press,
1935; 230 pp., maps, illustrations, bibliog., index. $3.00.)
Dr. Wyllys has. given us a very sympathetic portrayal
of Father Kino, the pioneer Jesuit missionary to the "upper
.Pima" country. It is evident that the author has made an
extended .and -careful study of source materials and the
results have enriched his pages at many points. His use of
secondary sources also has been comprehensive, but apparently the Italian biography by Eugenia Ricci (published at
Milan in 1930) was not consulted; nor do we find listed Dean
Lockwood's last book, Spanish Missions of the Middle Southwest. Mange's Luz de Tierra Incognita is more available
as volume X of thePubIicaciones del Archivo General de la
Nacion (Mexico, 1926) than in the old series of Documentos
(1853-1857) .
Biography always tends to hyperbole. To suggest that
_Father Kino was "the greatest missionary in Spanish North
America" -will strike most readers as extravagant, but if
we limit 'our thought to the vast northern frontier and ask
who were the six outstanding missionaries, Kino would
certainly be one of the six. As an indefatigable pioneer probably he would rank first; judged by permanence' and importance of his work, he would doubtless yield priority to Fray
Junipero Serra of California.
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The reviewer was curious to find hpw Dr. Wylls had
, treated the Gon.troversy between,F~ther Kino and the Mexi" '
can savant Sigiienza y G6llgora~ IJ:;l his chapter "A Comet
and 'a Controversy" he has hl:l.J:;ldledthe matter very skillfully, but at b~st the YOlmg ,missionary appears as a medie'va.l scholastic who was :rather deficient in courtesy. Dr.
Leonard in his Merc.1f,rio Volante gives the other side of the
picture.
A question of greater importance is raised by a para:graph on page 128. After a fight with the Apaches at the
rancheria of Santa Cruz in March, 1698, we are given the
strange spectacle of Father Kino himself taking th~ official
tally of scalps to the authorities to ensure the correct payment of the bounty 'due his Pimas. What was Father Kino's.
attitude toward the Apaches'? Did ,he have' any missionary
interest in them? The, reader may turn'the pages of this
book from first to last without finding any suggestion that
, the Jesuits of that time tried to evangelize them. Somefifty
years before, the Franciscans in New Mexico were trying to
work among the vadousApachetribes, and Father Bena:.,
vides speaks very plainly in his' Memorial of the slaving
activities of the Spaniards' which were',defeating the efforts
of the missionaries. Probably herein, is found the answer to
, thequestion~By the time of .Father Kino relations between
Spaniard and Apache were 'definitely hostile;' the Apaches
were not thought of as human beings with souls to be saved
but as' enemies to be'fought off incessantly. "Scalp bounties"
were to be a feature of the next two hundred years.
_
Father Kino's missionary zeal was centered in Pimeifa
Alta, a region va~t hi extent arid difficult' in all conscience.
Within his chosen field the record of his 'achievements is a
most remarkable one and it is a satisfaction to have it hi the
form as here presented.
Unfortunately the ,paper and binding are poor; several
illustrations are misplaced.' The maps and decor~tions are
excellent, proof-reading has :been good. Peralta did not
found Santa Fe in 1609 (p. 68) .-L. B. B.
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Estudios y Doeumentos para la Historia del Arte
Colonial, vol. 1. (S. A. Casa Jacobo Peuser, Lda., Buenos
Aires, 1934; large quarto, pp. xv+193, 45 plates, indices.)
,
With this sumptuous volume the Institute of Historical
Investigations which was inaugurated some years ago by
the faculty of philosophy and letters at the University of
Buenos Aires, Argentina, has begun to publish an important
series of studies in the field of Hi.spanic colonial art. ,After
an explanatory foreword by the genera,l director of the
Institute,. D. Emilio Ravignani, comes the study, of ','Viceregal Architecture': by Don Martin S. Noel (pp. 1-110),
followed ,by the "Documentary Supplement" by Don Jose
Torre Revello (pp. 113-180).
The range of the study is indicated by the general index.
Sr. Noel begins with a brief statement regarding documentary material related to his subject found in the Archivo
, General de Indias in Sevilla and in his notes gives valuable
, bibliographical information as to previous work in this field ,
of research. He then evaluates the documents presented in
the work of 1829 by Eugenio Llaguno y Amirola: N otieias
de los arquitectos y arquitectura de Espana desde su restauraei6n . . . In two other chapters Sr. Noel discusses --:0-'
"Character of the Spanish architecture which infl.uence!!~
the' vicer~gal arts" and "Creole reactions and other esthetic
currents which exercised their influence on HispanicAmerican,architecture."
'Sr. Torre Revello pr.esents his discussion of documen,.
tary material in three parts. "Religious architecture" illustrated by the cathedrals of Panama and Concepcion (Chile)
and the church of Our Lady of the Forsaken (Lima) and
that of Quillota (Chile). 'Under "Cities and plazas" he discusses the cities of Panama and Quito, and the plaza mayor
of Panama. For "civil architecture" he finds material in
the various municipal buildings of San Martin de lit Concha,
Arequipa, and Valparai!,!o. His nineteen plates are taken
directly from the archive, the twenty-five plates with the
text of Sr. Noel are beautiful half-tone reproductions. .
L.B.B.

NOTES AND' COMMENTS

'The Diego de Vargas Notes.-Dr. Jose Manuel Espinosa"
now at Washington University, St. Louis, has made a real
contribution to our knowledge of the Reconquistador.' Some
of his statements, however, seem to contradict facts' as they
are 'known from other sources.
He states that Vargas came to America soon after February 19,1665, and while Mancerawas viceroy (1665-1673)
that he was an alcalde nmyor in Oaxaca. Under the next
viceroy '(1673-1680) he was a justiciarnayor and an administrator of quiCksilver. In the Archive in Seville (A.G:I.,
Mexico, 276) is a letter from Cadiz, dated January 1, 1673,
in which "Don.Diego de Vargas Qapata y Lujan" says that
since'his appointment as messenger (cappitan del Pliego del
avissoque havia de yr ala Nueva Espana) he has been waiting for his dispatches for six months ready to sail. He has',
'not only used up his salary but ~ll his means and asks for
mom;y from the treasury with which to buy necessaries for
his journey when the dispatches come. The Council at
Madrid responded with two hundred pesos and a promise of
reimbursement.
Was this the later governor of New Mexico, or a Vargas
of a collateral branch of the family? If the former,. he might
have reached New Spain in time to become an alcalde mayor
during 1673. The above letter was signed,
a photostat
copy should answer the question, as the governor's signature is well known.'
,
Dr. Espinosa might have made' fuller use of the will,
which was published in full by Twitchell, Spanish Archives, '
I, 301-310. It reveals the interesting fact that Vargas' two
sons were with him in New Mexico and he provided in his
, will for their return to Mexico City. Also there is another
relative mentioned-Don Antonio Maldonado Zapata.' As
for the debt of 4,000 ,pesos to the royal treasury, the will
shows that this was merely'twd years" salary in advance
170
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-a bit unusual, to meet unusual conditions. But it had
always been customary to pay a new governor one year in
advance; Vargas was under bond (as also was usual) to
f
refund any. unearned balance; he had served ten months
of the twenty-four represented by the advance, and as he
'lay dying he made ample provision to cover the refund.
The will shows further that Vargas did not die in
open battle in a siege' of Bernalillo, but rather ,of. a fatal
sickness; nor was the church there burned, for he ordered a
mass to be said "while the corpse is present in the church of
this town of Bernalillo" before it should be borne to Santa
Fe for burial. Vargas was .able on April 7, 1704, to sigp. .
the long document with his witnesses; but later on the same .
day a codicil was added wh~ch, hewas unable to sign; and he
passed away on the day follOWing-April 8.. The date is
established by a later document. (Spanish Archives, I, archive 823.)
. Dr. Espinosa thinks it strange that in this will Vargas
does not mention his family and property connections in old
Spain, overlooking the fact that Vargas explicitly states: "I
leave in full force and effect the testament made by me on
the first of June of last year, 1703, in the City of Mexico ..."
/=-- In other words, the will made in Bernalillo was merely supplementary to anot~er will made only ten months before. If
Dr. Espinosa can find the latter, he will doubtless have material for additional notes of interest upon one of New Mexico's most famous governors.-L. B. B.
I

Governor Pile and the Archives.-The Santa Fe New ,Mexican of March 4, 1886, carried the following item:
/
{

When one Pile was governor of New Mexico along in
the early sixties and Ira M. Bond, now the astute editor of
the Albuquerque News was the Territorial Secretary;· a
man named Eluterio Barela who resides at Cienegita, near
Agua Fria, used to deliver wood at the gubernatorial palace..
Pile as is well known dumped into the streets several cart-.
1.

Ira M. Bond was Territorial librarian, not secretary, in l869-1871 while Wil.

liam A. Pile was governor.

I
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loads of ancient documents per~aining·to the early history of
New Mexico; apd Barela, having more sense than the pigheaded Pile or his secretary at once realized the importance
of getting hold of thearchi~es. He dumped off his load of
wood and Pile gave him permjssion to haul. off two wagon .
loads of the old papers. Barela did this and a few years ago,
when: stich a 'rumpus was kicked up about Pile's unpardonable vandalism, he brought back and returned to the Librarian the bulk of them, but retained a share. Today he
brought in and turned over to Judge Ellison" the remainder,
numbering in all some 200 pages which he had saved froin
the wreck inaugurated by Pile.-P.. A. F. W.
.

The Military Escort of 1834.-Readers who are interested in
the history of the Santa Fe Trail have perhaps read the
paper on "Military Escorts" which we published eight years
ago. (Vol. II, 175:193, 269-304) Recently Mr. Fred S;
Perrine who contributed that paper wrote from Oregon City
that he had come across further mention of the escort of
1834 in Niles' Weekly Register of September 20, 1834. As
will be se~n:, it is a ,passage from a letter which Captain
Wharton wrote at about the time when he was preparing' his
longer offici:H report:
A captain: 'of dragoons thus writes to his friend iIi philadelphia, under date Fort Gibson, Aug. 4:
I have very recently returned to this place after a very
long, fatiguing and perilous march with my company to and
from the boundary line between this country and the republic of Mexico. It was not the trip I contemplated when I last
wrote you, but one on 'which I was very unexpectedly sent
with mycoIi1pany only~the duty consisted in escorting the
caravan of traders from the frontiers of Missouri to the
extreme boundary of our country, on their journey to Santa
Fe, in Mexico. I have not time to state allQur privations,
fatigues, &c. in detail-I will therefore simply say, that we
met the two dreaded enemies of the traders, the Camanches
and the Pawnee Mahaws. With the first we were on the eve
of a fight, both parties having formed the line, and the word
of command "charge," being on my very tongue's end, when'
, the Indians fired their guns in the air, some dismounted
2.

Samuel Ellison was the Territorial librarian from 1880 to .i889.
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from their horses, and others threw their bows and arrows
on the ground, while they begged for peace, and assured us
of their friendship. This was while we were with the'
traders, who had about 100 wagons of merchandise along.
After we had parted with the caravan, and were returning,
. we ntet the Pawnees. We had prepared for battle, but the
Indians ran up and offered their hands-we had a council,
and smoked the pipe of peace with them. Subsequently we
met the Kansas 'and Little Ossages, whom we knew to be'
friendly, for we had with us one of the latter tribe as' a
guide. In their company we marched several days, our
encampments at night not being more than 400 yards apart.
We wer~ absent 68 days, our last flour having been issued
the day before we got here; our sugar had given out long
before.' Our horses on reaching here were quite broken
down. The rest of our regiment is absent in a different
direction, on very hard service. So you will perceive that
we "bold dragoons" have not an easy time of it.

Possible Origin of "I"uminarios."-lt is an old Spanishc\lstom in New Mexico to decorate houses with luminarios on
Christmas Eve and on the eve of Saints' days.
Luminarios are made by partly filling grocers' paper
bags with sand, and inserting a candle in the sand. The
lumiruurios are placed on the tops of walls around the flat .
roofs and, when lighted at night, produce a very pleasing
effect. Many citizens of Albuquerque, not of Spanish extraction, have adopted the custom of displaying luminarios
on Christmas Eve. Members of the faculty and residents in
fraternity houses are acquiring the habit of using this type
of decoration on the eve of Homecoming day.
That the roots of this custom lie buried in antiquity is
strongly suspected. W. Warde Fowler in his Social Life at
Rome (Macmillan, 1910) pp. 267-268, says: "We must look
upon the lighting of streets as quite an exceptional event
[hi ancient Rome]. This happened, for example~ on the
night of the famous fifth of December, 63 ~.C., when Cicero
returned to his house after the execution of the conspirators: people placed lamps and torches at their doors, and
women showed lights from the roofs of the houses."
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Information of this practice through the intervening
centuries should be assembled.-LYNN B. MITCHELL.

Paul A. F. Walter.-As the forms for this issue are
closed, it is a pleasure to report that our colleague has
escaped from the surgeons at Johns Hopkins and is back
safe and sound at his home in Santa Fe. Now if he will
stay away from his bank for a month or more, and refrain
from heavy drinking, an inordinate use of tobacco, and the
excitement of such games as poker,' chuza, and monte, a
rapid convalescence may be expected.
Speaking seriously, a three-hour operation with the
necessity of a blood-transfusion would seem to suggest the
wisdom of being moderate in the demands upon one's
strength until it has· been fully re-established. Mr.. Walter's
many friends in this country and abroad will hope that he.
show the proper discretion, and that he, ~ay be spa:r~d for
, many years yet of the valued service which he has so long
given.-L. B. B . '
>'

